WHY I AM AN ARCHIVIST

First and foremost it is my love of history that draws me to the profession - what better way to be able to dip into history and historical materials each day? I love that, through my work, I'm challenged each working day to learn more about peoples, places, and events both right in my community as well as around the country and around the world. 
My profession enriches my life outside of work immeasurably - I knew that when I was working on my degree, too - I wanted to have a job that would allow me to have my brain stimulated and allow me to continually learn on a number of levels.
Secondly, I have a passion for giving people access to information. I feel so strongly that, as an archivist, it is my duty to make historical materials accessible to the public. I like the idea that I get to help to make people more aware of various histories, help to complete their research, etc. The service aspect of the profession is very important to me. One of the most rewarding things about being an archivist when someone is so grateful for something that I helped them with - whether it's a small thing that took me a couple of minutes or something that took me several hours' worth of work.
Within the obligation that I feel that we as archivists have to make our collections accessible to the public(s), I think that I take a special delight in doing a bit of "smashing the stereotype" that some people have of archivists and archives. We all know them - if people do know what archives are, they might think that we hoard our materials in dark and inaccessible, unwelcoming areas. I like to help to humanize the profession and put a positive face on it for those who might think this way!
Another aspect of being an archivist that is important to me is that I get to have a hand in not only letting people see history, but ensuring that people for generations to come will see that same material. It’s a very powerful and profound thing when you come right down to it. Archivists get to help decide just what will be kept and thus help to shape the view that people will have of the past. It’s a task that must be approached with great knowledge, equanimity, and a sense of impartiality.
These are just a few of my "big" reasons for being an archivist. And I never have a moment of doubt that I picked the "wrong" profession - I love every day of it!
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