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COORDINATOR'S ME4O

F!^om: John Hostage

Act ion Counci I  rs again plannrrE to
sponsor an informal discussion wLth the
carrlidaLes for ALA president durirE the
Midwint.er Irrteeting in Washirgt-on. It
wili l-ake piace durin-q our $rday af-
ternoon meetirg, from 24 P.m. SRRT
members are invited to come wit-h their
guestions.

SRRT--sporrsored prcgrans in New Orlearrs
lrere covered in a couple of articles in
the Septenber 19BB issue of AEef lsA-n
Libraries. These were the Feninist Task
Force's "Llbrar ians as Col leagues:
WorkirE Together Across RaciaI Lines"
arxl the SRRT/IFRT debate between Noel
Peattie and John Swan.

SRRT members both old arrd new are ln-
vited to come to SRRT neetirgs in Wash-
ington with rdeas for how to celebrate
SRRT' s 20th anrriver sarlr at the Anrrual
Conference in Dailas, or contact ne di-
rect ly i f  you can' t  nake i t  to a
neet irE.

M(S FOR NICARAGUA AND OTI.M DEVH-OPI}.{G
CflJNTRIES

The Books tor NiJoragua prognan of the

Ai,A/SRm task Force on Alerrntives 1n
Pnnt has cornpleted rts secord shipment
to the warehouse of the O-rrxote Center's
Q-rest for Peace progran. The shrpments,
with a value of nearly $60,000, were
sent to aid in the literacy carnpaigin, to
comnunicate wrth professional wnters,
ard for direct librarY suPPort in a
people-to-people effort. At the AI-A
annuaL neetirg in New Orleans last JuIy,
the AI-A Council passed a resolution
(Councii Docunent +65) encouraglrE
sinilar activj.ties for deveiopirE coun-
tries. The resolution, sponsored by the
International Relatiorrs Comrnittee (IRC),

recommerds that:

"the American LibrarY Association
Lrrge its nember libraries, publishers,
ard others to contri.hrte their relevant,
urrneeded naterials to I ibraries in
developirE countries; ard

that the AI'A request other
fourdations to join the kother's
Brother Fourdat j.on in providirE the
financial resources to cover the cost of
overseaS mai I irro urder this
rnternational gift progran; ard

that the IRC suPPort the develoS
ment of an exparded internatiornl qift
progran ard promote visibility for it
withrn AI.A ; ard

that copies of this resolution be
transnitted to IFT^A, ard cultural
officers in embassies of countries *rich
have expressed interest in the inter-
national gift program ard others who may
wish to take advantage of the progran ln
tho f r r f r r rF t '



M{D TI-E AFRICAN MCJ( FAMINE

Books for Afrrca is d norr-profit or-
ganizatron created to share the wealth
in books with the Engl ish-speakrrE coLln-
tries of East Afr-ica. Curentiy BFA
supports two rnalor projects with do-
nations of books and materials. MuI-
t in le r :onieq nf teXtbooks arrd Chi ldren's
books d.re suppl ied to Kenyan schoois
t.l-uoug'h the Kenya Eook For-mdatron. The
Ikranr]a Prrhl in I  i ] - r rav 'w rpr-oirrpq einrr le
r -nn' icq rr f  l^rrnkq fnr^ al  I  ArrFq

Books for Afrrca welcomes donations of
books fron I ibraries, schools, ard puJc-
I ishers. A l ist  of  cr i ter ia for books,
as well as nore rnformat-ion nay be ob-
tarned by contactrrE:

Lynne Bertalmio (6LZ)439-1.692 or
Jin Wel ls (61-Z)731,-W7

MMY

FROM TI-E NEII EDITOR:

This is an entlreiy new venture for ne,
ard so I 'd l ike to sol ic j . t  your hrelp in
contrnuirs to nake the SRRT Newsletter a
valuable ard interestingr perioclical.
Send news, Ietters, art icles, etc. Lo
the address }lsted on p. 2 or to me at
my Bitnet address: SCX(OI,GWSLV}"11. If you
are interested rn writirE book reviews
send your reviewrng' interests. Please
note that the deadline for subrnission is
aiways included on p. 2 of every rssue.

As John Hostaqe noted, SRRT is observrrrg
rts 20th anniversary in 1989. Many of
you are relatively new to SRRT, others
have been in the trenches slnce the
l^recr innirxr .  Dr:  vot t  have ref leet ionS onvvY fr  J "*

SRRT's past ard ideas for its future?
If so, please serrd thern f or
gorrsrderation for the next, issue, which
wiil comrnemorate the first fifth of a
century of AI-A ' s voi ce of socia I
resporsibi.l ity,

---Cl-u is Sokol

CL]BA TCXIR FOR LIBRARIANS

A trip to libraries in Havana ard
Santiago is tentatively planned for
March l-0-19, 1989. Included may be the
National Library as welI as acadenic,
public, ard schooi libraries. The ap-
proxinate cost of $800-900 will include
airfare from Miani via Air C\rbana,
sightseeirE tine at the beach, ard three
meals a day. Acconodations wili be at
first-class hotels. The tour is linited
to l-5-20 people. Firnl plars deperd on
confirmation from Cr-rba-Tour, the goverrF
rnent tourist agency- Arrarg:enents dre
beirE hardled by Marazul Trave} Agenry
of New York. For nore information, corF
tact Seth Godfrey at: 10 Glen Rd., New
Haven CT 06511. Phone: (203)786-W7
(work) or (203)776-61"08 (home)
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The SRm Newsletter (ISSN 0749-1.670)
is published quarterly by the Social

'Resporrsibi I ities Rourd Table of the
Arnerican Library Association. It is
sent to noembers of SRRT as part of
their membership ard is available to
others on subssription for $10.00 per
vear Sr l -sr*r int ion is onen to both
, tv l4.

members ard non--rnembers of Al,A. Cor-
respondence drd manuscripts Eay be
sent to SRil/AIA, 50 E. Fluron St. ,
Chrcago. IL 606L1, or directlY to
the editor at: Hollard LibnarY,
Washinqbon State University, RlIInan,
}JA 99L&-5610.

Editor:
Editorial
Board:

Deadiine for

Ctrris Sokol

El izabeth Morrissett
Lr.rd.a Prerce
John Sheridan

nex't issue is Jan. 25.
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RFORT FROM TTIE GAY AND LESBIAN TASK
FORCE

Highlights fron the annual conference in
New Orieans:

Gay arrd Lesbian Eook Awards were
presented to Joan NestIe, F,eg!_fi"Cled
es.unLry (Firebrard , 1987) and Rardy
Shilts, And th"e Band Play-pd On (St.
Mart in 's,  I9B7).

The arr:rual progir arn panel discussron
regardirE being,/comirE out at work was
highly successful. The four speakers
reiated both good ard bad incrdents.
The emphasis was on the positive ard
encouraged many to be nore mq'if irra
about their own situations.

The Gay ard Lesbian Bibliography
revisron is moving, aiorE. David
Streeter, coordinator of the revision
project, presented the prelrninary Iist;
he hopes for d cornpleted draft by
Midwinter.

Correspordence for the Gay ard l-esbian
Task Force should be addressed to:

Rolard Hansen, Secretary/Treasurer,
GLTF_SRRT
3824 N. F!^enont
Ctricagro, IL 606L3

-Rolard llansen

CELEBRATE!

FEB|RUARY is National Black Historv
month. MARCti is National Women's
History month. To order a 36-page
catalog, containirE materials relatirE to
multi-cultural wonen's history (prognan
plarrnirq guides, videos, ganes, books,
posters, currrculurn units) , serd $l_.00
to:

National Wonen's History koject
P.O. Box 3716
Santa Rosa, CA 95482
(707)526-5974
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GOIERNMEhIT PUBLICATIONS
SEMINARS IN I,ATIN AMERICA

TRAINII.G

The Goverrment friformation ard Official
F-.Dl icat,iors section of the Inter-
nationa] Federatj.on of Library Associ-
ations and Institutiorrs is seekirE
assistance in planning ard hostirE a
trainirE serninar on governroent pub-
Iications for latin Anerican librariarrs.
Successful trainirE seminars on g'overn-
ment publications have already been held
in Flench--speakirr.;1 Afrir:a arrd the
Pacif ic. F\-rture seninars dre plarnred.
for Latin America arrd ErgI ish-speaking
Afr ica.

Comnittee nembers, speakers, co-
sponsors, support frorn orgianizatl01rs,
suggestiorrs, arrd other assistance are
needed. Organizatiorrs or irdividuals
interested in involvenent in this
trainirE seminar should contact
Bernadine Hoduski at the U. S. Corrgress
Jolnt Comnittee on kinlirE in
Washirgton. D.C., telephone (202)224-
5953 or Barbara Ford at Trinity
University in San Antonio, TX, telephone
(5I2)736-8L21,. Suggestions of irdivid-
uals or orgranizations that night be in-
terested are welcome.

Decenber l-988
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TFiE NE1JS FROM MINNESOTA

"Huriger, HOmelessness and Libraries" Was
one of three progranr;- at the annual con-
ference of the Minnesota Library Associ-
atron in October presented by the M-A
Socr.al Responsibi I ities Round TabIe
(MSSRT). The panel, moderated by San-
ford Eennan, featured Jack Nelson PaII-
neyer. author of lhe P._o-l rlrqs of eqn_
passipn ' Hq.r-.EeI:, the Arus Race, and
U_=S, Po_lic: -in C,e-nLreI Au-erica (tubis
Books, 1986); Don Caton, president of
the Twin Cit ies Union of the Homeless,
ard NoelIe MacMil lan, director of the
fuergency FoodShel f Network (Min-
nearnl  is)  The sneakers discrssed the. lvsHv^-vl  !

root causes of hurrg-er ard homelessness,
such as inegritable larrd tenure, the in-
ternational trade situation, and the es-
calatirgt ann.s race. Don Caton noted
that "We rndnage to house nnissiles, but
not homeless people.," He observed that
alternative publications presentirE rln-
portant facts arrd oprniorrs regardirE
poverty ard honelessness are often
available free in Iibrary lobbies brt
seidon appear on the periodical shelves,
vrhere they could supply a counterpoint
to such mainstream titles as The New
Yqrh li-m-ss. U.-9,- N-e-w-s & Up-r]-d Reppr!.
etc.

Suggestiorrs for involvirrg: I ibraries ard
Iibrarians in the hurqer ard homeless-
ness issue include:

* stock books, panphlets, filns, ard
other materials produced by such ac-
t iv'ist rrrouns as Oxfan Arnerica, Food
First, World Lfurgrer Year, etc.
* publicize relevant materials through
displays ard bibliographies, ard ensure
that they are accessible through the
cataiog by creatirq ard assigrnirE useful
subject headirEs such as LXCD{H-ESS
FAMILIES ard F$D BANKS.
* specify certain days as "Food for
Fines" tines, pernittirE Iibrary bot-
rowers to "pay" for overdue naterials
with food for local food-banks.
(Atlantic Comty Library Systen, New
Jersy, ard Rochester R-$Iic Library, New
Harnpshire, have declared "Food for
Fines" periods. )
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* collect food donatiorrs reE-riarly, per-
hans nl aci rrr a marked (Trocerry cart at

tJrsvfrr :J

the entranceway of the library.
* involve homeiess and poor children in
Iibrary programs that not only provide
entertairnoent blt aiso promote self-
esteem arrd social izatron.
* prepare ard distribute information
cards I isting' area shelters, food-banks,
and other serl/rces.

WFIAT'S IN l,ff CIA FILE? by Dan Tsang

There nay be nore to g'overrunenta} spyirE
In libraries than exists under the FBI
"Library Awareness Progr-arn." AccordirE
to rnaterial released urder a F)^eedom of
Information /Privary Act reqrest, the
U.S. Central Intel i igence Agency has
been keepinq files on reviews I wrote in
December L979 for Bi I I Katz's l,{egez_}n_e_s
f_o-t. L,_ib-fer:ieg coluron in Ljbnery J-p"Wne_l.

The reviews were of "anti--srrlreillance"
periodicals, includirE --C_o.-v-eft-Ag!jo_n
,In_f,o_-rpsl.i_o-n Br-l_l"et_in ard Cp_-ru:t_e_r-9py
(rrow Th-e Ne-ti-p_ne-] Re_,pprter). The
editors at two other publications I
reviewed, lh-e Bfbllg Eye and the defunct
Canpaigrn for PoI itical Rights'
neusletter, kg_en-i"z_i-fg Nq-te-S, were the
f i.rst to receive copies of the Lf.
reviews when they wr ote for their CIA
f i I es , thus prompt i rg my olJn request .
CoincidirE with the latest release, the
sane reviews were cited in S. Steven
PoweI l 's newly published C_qVp-f! eedre,
which purports to be an "expose" of the
i iberal thirk-tan]<, the Inrstitute for
PoIicy Studies.

What is more intriguirE than the
revelation that the CIA reads _L-i-b-fOf.y
Jp_Uf-ne_l is the CIA's refusai to release
other documents in ny file, arguirE thal
the naterial ( iengrth urspecif ied) is
exenpt fron release because it is
c lassi  f ied.

FIavirE irdexed two books (Dqedp Dec__e_its
ard -Se-me_l -C_o-_ntetderg) by former CIA
officers Ralph McGehee ard Melvin Beck,

December l-988
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and. the first L2 issues of Cpv--qr-LA-e!ion,
wfrile also irdexi.rE the sane periodical
for the Al"t-erne-tf"y_-e kepp- "IrrdeX, I arn
now led to wonder if the CIA is in the'
hahi t of keeni rrr nel sona I f i I es on
I ibrari.ans who irdex books or
periodicals, or write for professional
journals.
The,existence of  a CIA f i le on mysel f
also casts a chil I on my future
professional activities: would not every
review I write gienerate new naterial for
not only ny ohrn file, ht also create
files for the pr-rblications I review?
l{ouid not the periodicals' editors also
be the subjects of new CIA files, Just
as BiIi Katz and the editors of the
anti--sunrei I ]ance periodicals named in
ny lJ reviews have aII apparently become
the unwittirE subjects of CIA files?

Ironically, urder D<ecutive Oder 12333,
as the CIA itself pointed out in a
letter to me (wtren its Information ard
kivacy Coordinator suggested the ag'ency
was unlikely to have a f i le on ne), the
CIA is prohibited form collectirg
information on "United States ;)ersons"
unless the naterial relates to
activit ies by foreign intel l igence
serrrices agairst the U.5. This neans
that nention of any U.S. cit izen in a
surveillance of a foreign target shcr:Id
be purqed fron the records, at least in
theory. Any retention would be illegal

I{as my name, then, mentioned by sone
Danish Iibrarian urder surveillance,
perhaps, when I was invited in September
1.987 to lecture in Copenhagen at the
Tidssla iftcentret, a radical periodicals
Iibrary, urder a qrant fron the Danish
Union of Librarians? Or v,ras I under
sunreillance on ny D-ropean trip for ny
work on the Alternatives in Print ard
Lesbian ard Gay Task Forces of the
SociaI Resporrsibi I ities Rourd Table?
After aII, at AI-A conferences I have
organized such "sublrersive" panels as
"The Alternative kess in the Second
Reagan Regime" ard "Sex in the Stacks."

Unless my CIA f i le is ful ly released, of
course, this is pure speculation. In
dppealirE the withholdirE of the rest of
ny CIA file, I arqued that I did not see
why the CIA should be keepirE files on

librarians or writers "pursuirE their
First Arnerdment rights , " In fact,
off  i r - ia l  AT"A rnl  icv rei terated in 1-981-
by Al,A Council, encourages librarians to
r'esist giovernmental intinidation of the
irrdividual which would abridqe the
exercise of free expression.

Brt if the FBI has for decades kept
files on Anerica's foremost r+riters, as
Herbert Mitgarg docunented recently in
his Doltgef_oug DqSsienS, why shouid it
s-u'prise anyone that the CIA has files
on Iibrarians? Perhaps the CIA,
realizirg that Mao ZedorE worked in his
youth as a library assistant, believes
librarians ard other librarv worJ<ers
have the potential to be
revoiut ionar ies.  Af ter  aI I ,  aten' t  we
caretakers of the nation's intellectual
heritage, ard advocates of the freedon
to read? Ylhat could be rnore sulcversive
than that?

At last worrd, the CIA has agneed to
process my appeal, h.rt only after sone
200 appeals fron other file seekers are
hardled f irst. At the recent AL"A
eonference the SRRT Action CounciI,
cit irg this case, decided to f i le an
FOIA reguest with the FBI for any
possLble files on SRRT.

copyr ight c Daniel TsarE 19BB

Daniel Tsarg is Socra} Sciences.
Bib I i ographer,/Librari an at the
University of Cali fornia, Irvine. In
AI-4, he is Coordinator of the SRRT Task
Force on Alternatives in kint ard is
SRRT representative to the FY-eedon to
Read Fourdation Board of Tn-rstees.
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RECENT BOOKS: BRIEF NOTICES

Swenson, Mary A.,  and McDonnel l ,
Sara J. ,  comp. DIRECTORY 0F CENTRAL
AMERICA CLASSROOM RESOURCES K-Tz.
Minneapol is:  Central  America Resource
Center,  1987. ISBN 0-9617743-2-0.
$9. 95 .  Pub 1 isher '  s address :  I70 I
Universi ty Ave.,  Southeast,  Minneapol is,
MN 55414.

More than 300 annotated entr ies.  The
directory is organized by seven broad
categor ies: Teachers '  Resources for
Evaluat ing Mater ia ls;  Curr icula and
Study Units;  Classroom Resources; Audio-
Visual  Resources; Books; Director ies:
Organizat ions. The f i rst  f ive are
further c lassi f ied by grade level  sui ta-
bi l i ty  and geographic covera€ie (Central
America as a whole or indiv idual  coun-
tr ies).  The Central  America Resource
Center also publ ishes Execut ive News
Summary;  Labor Report :  Central  Aner ica
News: and the Annotated Central  America
Library Catalogue.

x*******

Dodson, Bert .  NUKE (A BOOK OF CART@NS).
With an interview by NoeI Peatt ie.
Jef ferson, NC: MacFarland, l9BB.
ISBN 0-89950-327-6.  $12.95. Publ isher 's
address:  Box 611, Jef ferson, NC 28640.

The star of this col l -ect ion is Nuke, a
character shaped l ike a warhead, who
carr ies nuclear weapons apologia to i ts
i l logical  extreme. In one str ip,  the
ghost of Walt Whitnan appears to Nuke in
a dream, cornplaining of the mess the
world has gotten into--"deforestat ion,
acid raid,  pol lut ion,  preservat ives,  and
worst  of  a l l ,  th is insane arms race.t t
Nuke counters wi th a l is t  of  i tems
connot ing progress,  including plast ic
bags, art i f ic ia l  hearts,  and Tef lon.  As
Whitman fades away with disgust,  Nuke
remarks,  "Geez, I  forgot to ment ion the
Walt  Whitman Highway Rest Stop & the
WaIt Whitrnan Shopping PIaza." Nuke is
syndicated in f ive publ icat ions so far,
including Sipapu. Let 's hope for wider
distr ibut ion.  Nuke's messages, accord-
ing to Dodson, are] "Technology cannot
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replace human understanding. Love is
nore creat ive than fear.  Everything is
connected to everything efse.  One can
never real ly prof i t  f rom another 's
misery. t '  Wri te on, Bert l

www
Wagner,  Pete.  BUY THIS TOO.

Minneapol is:  Brain Trust ,  1987. ISBN
0-937706-0I-9.  $8.95. Publ isher 's
address:  P.O. Box 14009, Minneapol is,
MN 55414.

A col lect ion of  cartoons, photographs of
street theater perfornances, and other
humorous messages poking fun at  just

about everythin,  by the staf f  cartoonist
for  Ci ty Pages, the weekly newspaper of
Minneapol is-St.  Paul .  Actual1y,  Wagner
goes beyond poking fun, as when he says,
"We arent t  laughing with you, we're
laughing at  you. "  Guaranteed to of fend,
to make you uncomfortable,  and to make
you laugh and laugh and laugh.

Nakazawa, Kei j i .  BAREFOOT GEN: THE DAY
AFTER; A CARTOON STORY OF HIROSHIMA.
Translated by Jared Cook and Fredr ik
Schodt.  Phi ladelphia and Santa Cruz:
New Society Publ ishers,  1988. ISBN
0-8657]-122-4 (hardcover)  ;
0-86571-123-2 (paper)  .  $29.95/$8. 95.
Publ isher 's address:  P.O. Box 582,
Santa Cruz, CA 95061.

This is the second vofume of  a graphic
presentat ion of  the story of  Hiroshima,
wri t ten or ig inal ly in Japanese by a
Hiroshirna survivor (Nakazawa was seven
when the bonb was dropped) who wanted
Japanese young people to know about the
effects of  nuclear weapons. The young
boy Gen, his mother and baby sister
struggle for  survival  af ter  the rest  of
the fani ly have per ished in atornic
f lames. In the words of  the t rans-
lators,  "Barefoot Gen is the saga of  a
tr iumph of  hulan spir i t  in the nidst  of
one of  the wor ld 's greatest  t ragedies."

Book reviews by Jeanrre Kocsis
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CATAIOGS RECEI\M

kepat irtq for the 2ist Centr-rry: Video &
E-iim ry-qEr:-es$ -f-o-:: e $qf-e ord $:s-tainab_le
[o"-t^id (1989 ed. ) avai]able from;

The klucational Filn & Video Project

l-529 Josephine St.
Berkeley, CA 94703
|,41 5't R4q-1 64q
\  arv/  v 

- /

Sone ner,t releases included in the
catalog are:

"The Black Tulip" - A look at the huroan
costs of the Afghan War on the USSR.

"StoppirE the ComirE Ice Age"
Describes the greenhouse effect ard its
inpact on the earth.

'lcoverrup: Behirrd the lrarrContra Affair"

NEld PUBLICATION

I.fuclear Texbs & Contexls is d new oc-
casional newsletter for "researchers ard
teachers dealirE with nuclear issues
through I iterary ard i irrguistic
analysis," coverirE f ict ion as well as
non-fiction. Featured are news of con-
ferences, brief book reviews, bib-
liographies, scholarly inquiries, ard
more. NIC is avaiiable by contactirE:

Paul kiarrs
Dept. of D^giish
Washington State University
PuIlman. WA 99L64-5020

srH

Gay & l,esbian Task Force Steerirrg Ctte.

Irrterrrational l-lunan Riqhts
Action Councii
Feminist Task Force
Coretta Scott KirE Award (closed)
Gay & Lesbian Task Force Membership
Aiternatives rn kint Task Force
Coretta Scott Kinq Awdrd (closed)

Alternatives in kint Task Force
Library Union Task Force
Action Council
Coretta Scott King Award Task Force
Gay & i,esbian Task Force busines5 mtrr

Peace Inforrnation E<charEe Task Force
Feninist Task Force
Coretta Scott King Award Task Force
Library Union Task Force
Action Council

Feninist Task Force
Gay & lesbian Task Force Steerirq Ctte.

r/B/89

L/9/89

1,/to/89

. SRRT Newsletter

w?8
SRRT MEETI}.IG SCIIEIXILE
AI"A MIDJINTM
WASTII}GTO}.I, D. C .

r/6/89

L/7/89

4:30- 5:30 p.n.

9r00-11:00 a.m.
9:30- l -1:00 a.n.
2. :0O- 4:00 p.n.
2:00- 5:30 p.m.
2z0O- 5:30 p.n.
4:30- 5:30 p.m.
8r00-1-0:00 p.n.

9 :  00- i -1 :00 a.  n.
l - l -  r30 a.m.-12:30 p.n.
2:00- 4:00 p.n.
2:OO- 4:00 p.n.
4:30- 5:30 p.n.

B:00- 9rO0 a.rn-
9:30- l -L:00 a.m.
9:30 a.n.-12:30 p.n.

l -1:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
2:AO- 4:00 p.n.

'  9:00- l -L :  O0 a.n.
2:00- 4:00 p.n.
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SRRT MB,IBffiSHIP/NEInI5I-ETTffi SLIBSCRIPTION

To join, sr-rbscribe, or renew, please serd. this coupon, wrth
palment to:

SRRT CiearirEhor-rse
Amer:.can Library Association
50 E. Huron St.
Cl-ilcago, IL 60611

Please make checks payable to AI-A/SRRT Ciearrnghouse.

Name

Street ai +r, State ZIP

$10 (SRRT snbscription)
$10 (SERT aff iliatb, non-Al,A men&er)
$20 (Insti tut ions)

Back issues dre available at $2 each. Irdicate numbers:

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
50 EAST HURON STREET
cHtcAco, tLLlNots 6061 1

RETURN POSTAGE CUARANTEED

NON-PROFIT ORG

U S- POSTAGE
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