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COORDINATOR & REPORT

Greetings from your newly appointed roundtable coordinator! Please bear with me as | start to negFlLtiate S

the unfamiliar (and changing!) territory that is both the structure of SRRT and its relationship to its
ALA.

rent b

As | 6ve tried to gain my footing in both a njew

| 6ve already become more appreciative of al/l
of our organizatidthey are the places where the rubber hits the road and much of the concrete work

t h
of our

roundtable is accomplished. It is the task force chairs and members who bring about the great ALA fonfere
programming, special projects, and publications that focus on various aspects of social responsibilifjes with

librarianship. Many of them also take the lead in bringing forward important policy and social issue

for Ac

Council discussion and action. I f youdre a SRRT
task force reports in this newsletter and visit the SRRT website for more information. All of the taskjforces
wel come new members with fresh ideas and enejfgy

conferences, there are ways you can get involved. Contact the chair of the task force you are intert
ways you might contribute!

There are other ways to contribute to SRRT beyond involvement i eciaskiéoncenning for Action

sted in

Council, helping out with the newsletter, working with membership coordination, helping manage tr\lﬂa listser

serving as a liaison to another ALA unit. Contact me if you need more information on any of these
involved!

Lastly, a goal that | have for our organization at this time is to improve both our internal and externaj
communi cati on. |l 6d |l i ke to see us find ways

communication along any of these (or other)

Action Council members, and communication between SRRT and ALA. If you have ideas for improrng

|l 1l ook forward to a great year ahead-Wned hop
Conference!

Alison Lewis SRRT Coordinator

Alison.Lewis@ischool.drexel.edu Have you been thinking about getting more involved in SRRTP

1 . |
2158955959 We're looking for YOU!

I

srrtjobs.html

for officelYour organization needs YOUR help to keep runnin
smoothly!

Alison Lewis

———— For more information about SRRT's organization, and what it
S——— Action Council and officers do, please consult the SRRT webg
S — . : ) .
= http://libr.org/srrt/_and particularly the section on job
e descriptions for SRRT offi¢ieifs//libr.org/srrt/docs/

Let me know if you have any questions, or if you would like IOJUI’]

ays to

to

p at
e t

Please consider the possibility of running for SRRT Actiop Cajincil!

ite:


http://libr.org/srrt/
http://libr.org/srrt/docs/srrtjobs.html
http://libr.org/srrt/docs/srrtjobs.html
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FEMINIST TASK FORCE REPORT

The Feminist Task Force (FTF) has a full schedule of meetings and events during the 2008 Midwinfer Mee

start out witkeminists Night'Oaitt d on Fri day evening, January
http://www.giovannisroom.cqrd45 South 1. 3t. (at 12and Pine St.). We believe that we will be at
Gi ovanni 6s Room between 6: 00 and 8: 00 p. m.

11,

|t

out updates on discussion lists and blogs as well as have fliers in the OLOS/SRRT boxes in the regjstratiol

This is a great opportunity to buy some good books, have a few snacks and enjoy some good conv

The regular FTF meetings will be held on Saturday, January 12 from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. with the all
Forces meeting and on Sunday, January 1380600. Everyone is then invited to go out to din
a group.

The Saturday meeting will include a discussion of the new FTF project being lead byR¥sleaesHidist
Project on Gender Presence in ALA Confereddesipegentatitires/aluate the gender representation of
program presenters at ALA  Annual Meetings for the last 5 years and to try to find ways to track t

brsatior

RRT
ras

qun,

is infor

the future. Once the Project Group gets together we will discuss whether we can add other diversity data, |

want to conduct the study, and what kinds of information we will need.

The Amelia Bloomer ProJetp,//libr.org/ftf/bloomer.html, has the majority of their meetings during the
Midwinter Meeting. The meetings are on Saturday &6 3., Sunday from B8@0 p.m. and

Monday from 8:00 adri.2:30 p.m. During this time they will finish evaluating the books and put togegher the

2008 Amelia Bloomer List of feminist materials for children and teens.
If you want more information about the Feminist Task Force please join our discussion list at

http://mailman.mit.edu/mailman/listinfo/feminigthis is not a busy list but it current activities are alwayp

nnounced on the list. Please feel free to contact Diedre Conkling, FTF CamicBo@ahater.net

IRTF Report

At this yeards annual conference in Washingt
Bl ack Caucus of the American Library Associ a
Communityds Need to Knowo. Special guests f

Eastern Division, Library of Congress, Washington D.C., Mwiza Munthali, Public Outreach Director

jon,
t i o
Ir om
Trans/

AfricaAction, Washington D.C. Each panelist discussed the connection between their organizationg and D

Forum, Washington D.C., and Evelyn Sallah, Program Associate for Public Education and Mobiliza&ion,

The Library of Congress has initiated a web capture program designed to archive digital materials ijcluding

sites. They are currently in the process of completing a web capture project on the topic of Darfur.
Forum and AfricaAction have both led protests against the U.S. government for its failure to take ar

Trans/
y actiol

the atrocities. Both organizations have issued numerous statements on the Darfur crisis and have ﬂ)ffered

ending the unrest that continues to engulf the region. The biggest step is to deploy a robust peace
protect the citizens of the region. Although there has been much talk of deploying a peacekeeping
deployment has been repeatedly delayed amidst decreased security and escalating violence as of
government 6s relationship with Sudanese of fi
with the U.S. on the oWar on Terror 6, has fu
effective manner. When asked what | ibraries

eeping
orce, tl

te. Tt
ci a
rth

co

resources available. This includes programming, displays and any other bibliographic tools that highlight v

resources on the region.
LaJuan Pringle, Coordinator, International Responsibilities Task Force



http://www.giovannisroom.com/
http://libr.org/ftf/bloomer.html
http://mailman.mit.edu/mailman/listinfo/feminist
mailto:diedrec@charter.net
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MLK, JR. BEPORT
7th ANNUAL KING HOLIDAY MULTICULTURAL IDEA EXCHANGE

SRRT Coordinator Elaine Harger welcomed the record audience attending the 7th Annual Martin L
Holiday Multicultural Idea Exchange in the Washington Convention CerBB@rprm1 30 Saturday, June
23 during the ALA Annual Conference. With Lyhddillman, Awandnning author and editor of the
Multicultural Review as moderator, there were three panelists: (1) Director Andrew A. Venable, Cle
Library, Cleveland, OH, (2) Dr. Em Claire Knowles, Assistant Dean for Student Administrative Serv
Library & Information Science, Simmons College, Boston, MA, and (3) Dr. Claudette S. McLin, Dist
Librarian, Library Services, Los Angeles Unified School District, Los Angeles, CA. Also, a special p
made by Librarian Pamela Cash Menzies, Ebony Magazine Library, Chicago, IL. The second part
featured Audience Exchange Moderator Averil J. Kadis, Public Relations Director (Retired), Enoch
Library, Baltimore, MD with attendees sharing highlights of the activities and programs from the Ho
Observances in their libraries to "Keep the Dream Alive."

Following the Audience Exchange, the Materials Exchange provided examples of brochures, calenc

ther Ki

yeland
lce, Sct
ct Fielc
psental
f the p
ratt Fri
day

ars, fly

Library System's acclaimed King Holiday Authors Tea in Tarrytown, NY. Moreover, all the programjmateri

posters, programs, etc. from the panelists and members of the audience that included those from tT West

became part of the King Holiday Task Force Exhibit in the Diversity Fair starring the Cleveland Pub
professionally acknowledged, leading Book Mobile Service.

Special appreciation is extended to the panelists and attendees along with SRRT leadership, Satia
OLOS and others for successful events despite the absence of the Chair because of iliness.

Please check your midwinter program for the details of the Sunrise Celebration
Respectfully submitted,
Virginia B. (Ginny) Moore, Chair

HUNGER, HOMELESSNES®ND POVERTY REPORT

Hello! | am Lisa Gieskes, one of the-oewrdinators for the Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty Task
My goal is to continue and advance the work of the HHPTF. Here is an update on our task force:

1. 83 people attended the HHPTF/OLOS program on Setnowrie®Reople Effectively: Ideas and
Practices for Libraries on Sunday, June 24. Special thanks go to Helen Carpenter, Project Coordin
Welcome to Your Library Project at the London Libraries Development Agency and Laurel Weir, Po
the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty.

2. Coordination of a program at ALA Annual 2008 in Anaheim, CA, that focuses on community
through libraries. Please contact Lisa Gieskes, lisagieskes@yahoo.com, if you are interested in pa

3. John Gehner will guest edit an upcoming issue on poverty in the Journal of Information Ethic
interested in submitting an article contact John Gehner at jgehner@hhptf.org. Guidelines for submis
provided. The deadline for submissions is March 1, 2008.

Check out Welcome To Your Library, coordinated through the London Libraries Development Ager
http://www.welcometoyourlibrary.org.uk/

c Libra
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ALA Council Report to SRRT, July 3, 2007

Greetings to the members of the Social Responsibilities Round Table. SRRT took a break in propoging res

the ALA Annual Meeting in Washington, DC. Perhaps we were worn out by the unsympathetic rece

ption t

efforts at the Midwinter Meeting. SRRT did however endorse one resolution, which was then approyed by 1

Council. ALA is now on record in support of the necessary funding to bring new equipment to the N
Service for the Blind. Council also passed
people with disabilities. A discussion at the SRRT Action Council led to a later initiative at the ALA
concerning how to move ALA Headquarters and the Washington OffigetoS&RW initiated resolution
passed by the ALA Council. Although we have been assured that these resolutions are sent out to
Congress, etc., we are not given any tangible evidence. | now hope and expect to see much better

htional
a r
Council

the me
And de

implementation reports in the future, but of course we will have to monitor this and see what happels. In ¢

matter, ALA sponsored a successful lobby day where more than 2000 librarians descended on the
for ALAOG6s issues. Of course, we found that o
campaigns, and opposing the use of torture were not included in the ALA handout. SRRT made its
but it is unclear if it was successfully distributed to many Congressional and Senate offices. | raise

Congre
jur

own h
this is

times at ALA Council meetings to no avail. This was particularly unfortunate because the ACLU, 511 ALA |

organization, along with a couple of hundred other organizations were also lobbying on the same d
their main issues was stopping the torture of prisoners atffitaded fdSlities around the world.

The most | ikely important Council action was
Council passed a good resolution against the misuse of National Security Letters to obtain library re
report also contained a substantial guide on
Council also endorsed a short document on 0

Property Rights, Sustainable Collections, Collaboration, Advocacy, International Scope, Continuou
Preservation, and Importance of Standards.

There were two internal procedural resolutions that | and some other progressive councilors oppos
created a task force to investigatenoi@ehelectronic participation in all ALA structures. As | said on th
floor, I am all in favor guagticipation but | am not in favededisiomaking. When Keith Fiels later
approached me about my remarks, | suggested the extreme case of a call for the ALA Council to
that there is no substitute for personal interchange, including body language of folks at the microph
in peopleds voices, and caucusing during deb
implemented at the next annual meeting, and concerns the restructuring of ALA Membership Meeti
meetings were designed to influence ALA policy by offering members the chance to discuss any iss
possibility of referring resolutions for consideration of the ALA Council. (The ability to overturn ALA

agendas, but this new provision divideshibier aneeting into two halves and relegates member resolut
the second half. This will leave odtglbheur to discuss any controversial resolutions that may arise.
have to address this problem again soon, perhaps by a membership resolution.

resolutions was rarely used and is no longer in effect.) Until now, any proposed resolutions had prigty on

y, and

Co
Jcords.
oF
Pri
Learni

d. The
p Coun

Eet onli
ne, the
at e
gs. TI
ues wit
Counci

ns to
e ma

There was one other report of particular interest. The Freedom of Read Foundation lamented the Igss of tf

seccal l ed o0Bong Hits 4 Jesusd c amsicwief alongwithesevBral pting
free speech organizations. This |l awsuit chal
o0Bong Hits 4 Jesusdé banner. But this event,
property. This decision was a blow against student free speech rights, anteachayghavaitations.
Finally, the Council honored Kurt Vonnegut with a memorial resolution noting his vision, humor, anc

E me
Il en
a n

Suppo

libraries. The text notes that ALA records show 21 reported censorship challenges to five of his fouyteen n
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Annual Council Report, Continued

including fifteen incidents from 1972 to 2007 t8tgaghterhousevineh was burned in 1973 in North
Dakota. As usual, | will try to answer any questions. AL Kagan SR&bh@mu@ciiac.edu

ALA Council Report to SRRT, Midwinter 2007

Greetings once again to SRRT members, old and new. Following up on our previous successes, inj Seattle
introduced a resolution aimed at lobbying the Congress to defund the Iraq War. The resolution refeffenced
past successful resolutions since 2003, which addressed securing Iraqi cultural resources and rebuflding lit
opposing torture; opposing disinformation, media manipulation and the destruction of public informagion; ar
getting the US military out of Iraq. Unfortunately, after much debate, the resolution failed 98 to 48. flthoug
had some unlikely supporters speak to it, the Council was just not ready to take this next logical step. Alma
everyone we talked with was in favor on a personal level, but there is a disconnect between their pgrsonal
and their professional lives. We just have to work harder to connect our issues and break down thege barri
fundamentally change our society.

As | said on the Council floor, one of the nice things about meeting in new places is that we meet ngw folks
may want to participate in ALA for the first time. Some folks in the Seattle Public Library union craffed an
excellent resolution on the reasons for impeaching President George W. Bush. SRRT endorsed it gnd we
tothe Council. JonathanZtrook the lead as Washington State Chapter Councilor. This was a ppsitive
development on the-baad but very disheartening to see the reaction of the Council. To my knowledpe, the
ALA Council has never precluded debating anything brought before it. Unfortunately in this case, spmeone
to the microphone to do just that. A councilor asked for a ruling on whether this resolution was appgopriate
business for ALA. President Burger consulted with the Parliamentarian who advised her to ask the bod
When she did, a majority of hands went up and she ruled the item out of order. An immediate rebefjion foll
Councilor Bernadine Abbadtiski made an impassioned speech agamnssirsklp followed by sever

others including one councilor who said she had not realized what she was doing when she raiseq her he
President Burger then  overruled herself and we debated the resolution. Progressive councilors yvere
themselves divided on this one.  Several, including Bernadine, stated their opinion that tying up the Cong
with impeachment was the wrong way to go, and that we needed the Congress to act to try to right gome w
from the current Administration. In the end, only about ten councilors voted for the resolution.

There were several other important resolutions. The Council voted in support of immigrants (legal qr other
by opposing any legislation that infringes on the rights of anyone in the USA to use library resource$, progr
and services on the national, state, and local levels. Evidently, many public libraries currently exclupe

undocumented immigrants from various services. Hopefully, local activists might be empowered to|fchange
situation. Thanks to REFORMA for bringing this to our attention through the Committee on Legislafjon (CC

Copyright Act to facilitate use of oO0orphan wlor k
other urged governments at all levels to support the role of libraries in providing electronic governmgnt and
emergency response services.

The Council also approved two other items from the COL report. The first urged the Congress to anFnd th

For the first time in my memory, the Intellectual Freedom Committee did not present any resolutiong for
consideration. The International Relations Committee had cobntnoeersial action item, the
appointment of an ALA representative to the U.S. Committee of the Blue Shield. The Blue Shield wps esta
in 1996 as an international organization toWE)rO‘
disasters. The U.S. Committee was formed in 2006.



mailto:akagan@uiuc.edu
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MIDWINTER COUNCIL REPORT CONTINUED

There was one other ALA Council resolution of note. Several progressive councilors introduced a 1
-up on ALAO®s continuing relationship with the
resolved at the Midwinter 1999 meeting to cut its formal relationship with the BSA because of their
homophobia and discrimination based on religious affiliation. These councilors pointed to a liaison
of the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC). The ALSC Councilor defended its practi
not constitute an official relationship. In the end, Council decided to put this on hold until the Coun
an official response from ALSC, which will happen at the annual meeting in Washington, DC.

Finally, the ALAPA (Allied Professional Association) easily passed a resolution endorsing a nonbin
salary of not less than $40,000 for professional librarians.

As usual, | will be happy to try to answer any questions.
Al Kagan, SRRT Councilor, akagan@uiuc.edu
EDI TOR®S NOTE: This report was inadvertent|

TASK FORCE ON THE ENVIRONMENT ALA ANNUAL PROGRAMS
ALA Midwinter Request from TFOE

DAY/DATE Monday, January 14, 2008

TIME 1:33:30 (tentative)

PLACE Convention Center (tentative)

TYPE OF PROGRAM Environment and Literacy Discussion Group
TITLE  Nature and the Environment @ your library: Nature Journals
a Children's Library Program

DESCRIPTION: This inaugural program feature three distinguished d
leaders who will focus on the theme of writing nature journals as a mee
to record their words, ideas, pictures, and feelings about the observatic
in the environments where they live, work, and play. This new discussi
sponsored by the ALA Task Force on the Environment, begins a new d
special programs for libraries and librarians that want to engage in sup|
children’s literacy programs on two fronts. First, is developing stimulati
projects or children's literacy initiatives. Second, is developing programs related 10
Eliteracy (environmental literacy) by developing programs and activities to increase awareness abg
and naturinemed topics and issues. Participants will hear from experts on a means to get kids inter
things outdoors and get them started in making their own nature journals.

DISCUSSION LEADERS: Doug Wechsler, Director, The Academy of Natural Sciences (Philag
Children's book author (28 titles) and nature photographer (Frog Heaven: The Ecology of a Vernal
Press); Mark Baldwin, Director of Education, Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History; And
Editor, Boyds Mill Press and Highlights for Children magazine.

MODERATORFred Stoss, TFOE@@ir, University at Buffalo

asolutic

Bo
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sted or
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IFLA Report

This yearod6s I FLA World Library and I nformatijfon
The local organizing committee took the opportunity to highlight the overthrow of apartheid by invitifjg Albie
to give the keynote address. Now a Justice of the Constitutional Court, Sachs is an ANC stalwart who part

in the 1955 Congress of the People where the
He went to prison in 1963 and eventually had to go into exile, losing an arm and an eye to a car borp

Fr
bin

Mozambique in 1988. He dedicated his talk to the unknown local librarian who supplied books to hejp him 1
solitary confinement. He noted that the new Constitutional Court Library has the largest human righjs collec
the world, and its virtual <collections are ofpen

will eventually become available on the IFLA website. Just as inspiring, Minister of Arts and CulturejPallo J
addressed various gatherings during the meeting. Jordan is known as a leftist, and he announced gn addi
billion Rand ($140 million) for public and community libraries over 3 years. This will include the strefggthenil

provincial library servicesapdueb | i cati on of <classics in South
Of the more than 3100 attendees, more ttlardaane from Africa, and probably about half the Africang

Af

came from South Africa. As a result there were far more programs about African libraries and librafjanship

usual. For example, | was able to attend partaddapiee r e nce semi nar on 0Af
oral tradition archives, and a session on copyright concerns regarding traditional knowledge, culturdl
and folklore. Of course, IFLA meetings always include lots of local culture and this meeting was no
| particularly enjoyed the traditional storyteller, Gcina Mhlope, who chaired the opening ceremony a$

I nterfacing with the Millennium Devel o-pisua ant |Goa

crime in Durban towards white tourists and conference goers is just horrendous. Many IFLA folks
they could just walk around the downtown, but they soon lost their valuables. Those who resisted t

performed. The Durban waterfront resembles Miami Beach, and there was even a beach party. Bﬁ%the le

ric

expre

except

well a

ively t

e mug

sometimes got hurt, and one librarian ended up with a broken leg. South Africa is still one of the wqrst cou

the world when it comes to distribution of wealth-léretalesmconomic policies are preventing any serioys

redistribution. On the other hand, | had a very interesting tour of several township libraries doing ingoressiv

work.

This was my final year on the IFLA Free Access to Information and Freedom of Expression Commitfee (FA

an IFLA core program. | chaired the FAIFE program committee for the past two years and we put Olll;
successful program on access to HIV/AIDS information in Durban. The papers are on the IFLA we

our se
ite.

Unfortunately, our most famous speaker could not attend. Zachie Achmat, the Chair of the Treatmgnt Actic

Campaign (TAC), was involved in speaking out against the latest South African Government scandgl
to HIV/AIDS treatment. The South African Minister of Health, ManteMsihadadalalong with President

arour

Thabo Mbeki are known for their crackpot ideas around HIV/AIDS. For example, the Minister recenfly appe

International AIDS conference with her display of garlic and beetroot in thretptadebdargs. The

TAC has not only kept up the pressure with mass demonstrations but has also taken the Governmeht to cc
number of times and won to demand drug treatment for all. While the Health Minister was recently||n the h
getting a liver transplant, her deputy was actually rolling out the drug treatment programs. Deputy Minister

Nozizwe Madldkoutledge was just fired for her good work after the Minister returned to work. This i
ongoing tragedy of the current South African situation. We unfortunately also missed out on hearinm
speaker on the intellectual property issues around HIV/AIDS drugs. He was also unable to attend d

business at home.

anoth
our B

e to pr

The 2007 FAIFE World Report is forthcoming, it surveys 116 countries on freedom of expression isgues. Fi

let me just note that the FAIFEdLtg trip to Israel and the West Bank finally happened in April 2007

The
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IFLA Report, Continued

IFLA Governing Board has already accepted the initial recommendations. They include various kirds of lil

assistance to the West Bank, a conference to be held outside the regional to foster cooperation be
Palestinian and Israeli library communities, and publication of articles describing the effects of the

'ween t
pccupa

the second Intifada on the library situation in the West Bank. Let me know if you want a copy of th prelin

report.

The IFLA Council passed a dues increase and a resolution explicitly forbidding IFLA from endorsing natiol

political candidates for office. The latter was not a change in policy but just something to satisfy fo
make grants to the organization. Finally, it is a pleasure for me to report that Ellen Tise, Universit
Stellenbosch University, South Africa, is the new IFLAHRressiddreve worked with Ellen for many ye

ndatior
Librari
Is,

and | have every confidence that she will try to take IFLA forward in a progressive direction. As ugual, | w

answer any questions.
Al Kagan, September 18, 2007

MEMBERSPOTLIGHT: CAROL GULYAS

1. Where did you get your MLS (or MIS) and when?
Dominican University, River Forest, IL, 2003

2. What is your current library position?
Reference & Instruction Librarian, Columbia College Chicago

3.  How long have you been involved with SRRT? In what capacity?
Since 2003, first as a member, and a frequent poster to the list, then | was elected to

Action Council in 2004. In 2006 | organized a program at ALA in New Orleans focusing on The Erm;nic Pr

Libraries, assumed the position of coordinator of the Alternative Media Task Force. In that role | 0
Speech Buffet for past two years.

4.  What are your proudest SRRT achievements?

anizec

Voting to pass the resolution against the Iraq War. Being part of the group that put ALA on recorias op¥.

illegal war, torture and the Patriot Act. Getting the Free Speech Buffet process organized and tra
paid event.

5. How has your experience with SRRT helped you as a librarian?
It has made me constantly aware of our role as community builders and protectors of free speech
constitution.

6. In what direction would you like SRRT to go?
| would like the organization to do more than just meet at annual and midwinter and pass resolutio

S. | wi
it to provide more resources for librarians to achieve social justice and provide more meaningful cc[mmuni

between annual and midwinter to foster the sharing of information and resources to further social |
like us to do more fundraising so that the Free Speech Buffet can be even bigger and better.

7. What do you have to say to a new SRRT member?
Get involved and help reach out to attract even more new members.

itionin

and the

stice. |




