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Please make plans to attend the following Action Council meetings: 

 

Saturday, January 12, 2008 at 10:30 AM 

Monday, January 14, 2008 at 1:00 PM 

 

And donõt forget the All Task-Force Meeting  

Saturday, January 12, 2008 at 8:00 AM 

 

(Meeting places to be announced at a later date) 



Greetings from your newly appointed roundtable coordinator!  Please bear with me as I start to negotiate some of 
the unfamiliar (and changing!) territory that is both the structure of SRRT and its relationship to its parent body, 
ALA. 

As Iõve tried to gain my footing in both a new work environment and my new responsibility as SRRT coordinator, 
Iõve already become more appreciative of all that SRRT is and does.  In many ways, our task forces are the backbone 
of our organization ð they are the places where the rubber hits the road and much of the concrete work of our 
roundtable is accomplished. It is the task force chairs and members who bring about the great ALA conference     
programming, special projects, and publications that focus on various aspects of social responsibilities within        
librarianship.  Many of them also take the lead in bringing forward important policy and social issues for Action 
Council discussion and action. If youõre a SRRT member who is not involved in a task force already, please read the 
task force reports in this newsletter and visit the SRRT website for more information.  All of the task forces         
welcome new members with fresh ideas and energy for moving their work forward.  Even if you canõt attend ALA 
conferences, there are ways you can get involved.  Contact the chair of the task force you are interested in to explore 
ways you might contribute! 

There are other ways to contribute to SRRT beyond involvement in a task force ð consider running for Action 
Council, helping out with the newsletter, working with membership coordination, helping manage the listserv, or 
serving as a liaison to another ALA unit. Contact me if you need more information on any of these ways to get     
involved! 

Lastly, a goal that I have for our organization at this time is to improve both our internal and external                   
communication.  Iõd like to see us find ways to improve communication on our listserv, communication among   
Action Council members, and communication between SRRT and ALA.  If you have ideas for improving            
communication along any of these (or other) pathways, Iõd love to hear from you. 

I look forward to a great year ahead and hope to see many of you here in Philadelphia for ALAõs Mid-Winter      
Conference! 

Alison Lewis  SRRT Coordinator 

Alison.Lewis@ischool.drexel.edu 

215-895-5959 
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Have you been thinking about getting more involved in SRRT? 
We're looking for YOU! 
 
Please consider the possibility of running for SRRT Action Council! 
For more information about SRRT's organization, and what  its    
Action Council and officers do, please consult the SRRT website: 
http://libr.org/srrt/  and particularly the section on job              
descriptions for SRRT officials: http://libr.org/srrt/docs/
srrtjobs.html  

 
Let me know if you have any questions, or if you would like to run 
for office!  Your organization needs YOUR help to keep running 
smoothly! 
 
Alison Lewis 

http://libr.org/srrt/
http://libr.org/srrt/docs/srrtjobs.html
http://libr.org/srrt/docs/srrtjobs.html
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The Feminist Task Force (FTF) has a full schedule of meetings and events during the 2008 Midwinter Meeting.  We 
start out with Feminists Night Out held on Friday evening, January 11, at Giovanniõs Room,                                 
http://www.giovannisroom.com , 345 South 12th St. (at 12th and Pine St.).  We believe that we will be at          
Giovanniõs Room between 6:00 and 8:00 p.m.  It may be that we will be able to stay past 8:00 p.m.  We will send 
out updates on discussion lists and blogs as well as have fliers in the OLOS/SRRT boxes in the registration area.  
This is a great opportunity to buy some good books, have a few snacks and enjoy some good conversation. 

The regular FTF meetings will be held on Saturday, January 12 from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. with the all SRRT Task 
Forces     meeting and on Sunday, January 13 from 6:00 ð 7:30 p.m.  Everyone is then invited to go out to dinner as 
a group.   

The Saturday meeting will include a discussion of the new FTF project being lead by Dolores Fidishun, Research    
Project on Gender Presence in ALA Conference Presentations.  This project will evaluate the gender representation of       
program presenters at ALA     Annual Meetings for the last 5 years and to try to find ways to track this information in 
the future. Once the Project Group gets together we will discuss whether we can add other diversity data, how we 
want to conduct the study, and what kinds of information we will need. 

The Amelia Bloomer Project, http://libr.org/ftf/bloomer.html , has the majority of their meetings during the   
Midwinter Meeting.  The meetings are on Saturday from 1:30 ð 6:00 p.m., Sunday from 1:30 ð 6:00 p.m. and 
Monday from 8:00 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m.  During this time they will finish evaluating the books and put together the 
2008 Amelia Bloomer List of feminist materials for children and teens. 

If you want more information about the Feminist Task Force please join our discussion list at                            
http://mailman.mit.edu/mailman/listinfo/feminist .  This is not a busy list but it current activities are always  
nnounced on the list.  Please feel free to contact Diedre Conkling, FTF Coordinator, at diedrec@charter.net . 

FEMINIST T ASK FORCE REPORT 

At this yearõs annual conference in Washington, D.C., the International Responsibilities Task Force along with the 
Black Caucus of the American Library Association presented a program òDarfur: the Libraryõs Responsibility and the 
Communityõs Need to Knowó.  Special guests from the program were Angel Baptiste, Ph.D., African and Middle 
Eastern Division, Library of Congress, Washington D.C., Mwiza Munthali, Public Outreach Director, TransAfrica 
Forum, Washington D.C., and Evelyn Sallah, Program Associate for Public Education and Mobilization,               
AfricaAction, Washington D.C.  Each panelist discussed the connection between their organizations and Darfur.  
The Library of Congress has initiated a web capture program designed to archive digital materials including web 
sites.  They are currently in the process of completing a web capture project on the topic of Darfur.  TransAfrica 
Forum and AfricaAction have both led protests against the U.S. government for its failure to take any action to end 
the atrocities.  Both organizations have issued numerous statements on the Darfur crisis and have offered steps for 
ending the unrest that continues to engulf the region.  The biggest step is to deploy a robust peacekeeping force to 
protect the citizens of the region.  Although there has been much talk of deploying a peacekeeping force, the        
deployment has been repeatedly delayed amidst decreased security and escalating violence as of late.  The U.S.    
governmentõs relationship with Sudanese officials who have been implicated in the genocide, but are òcooperatingó 
with the U.S. on the òWar on Terroró, has further diminished the governmentõs ability to deal with this crisis in an 
effective manner.  When asked what libraries could do, the answer was simply to òeducateó patrons with any        
resources available.  This includes programming, displays and any other bibliographic tools that highlight various  
resources on the region.   

LaJuan Pringle, Coordinator, International Responsibilities Task Force 

IRTF Report  

http://www.giovannisroom.com/
http://libr.org/ftf/bloomer.html
http://mailman.mit.edu/mailman/listinfo/feminist
mailto:diedrec@charter.net


7th ANNUAL KING HOLIDAY MULTICULTURAL IDEA EXCHANGE 

SRRT Coordinator Elaine Harger welcomed the record audience attending the 7th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday Multicultural Idea Exchange in the Washington Convention Center from 1:30-3:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 
23 during the ALA Annual Conference.  With Lyn Miller-Lachman, Award-winning author and editor of the        
Multicultural Review as moderator, there were three panelists:  (1) Director Andrew A. Venable, Cleveland Public 
Library, Cleveland, OH,  (2) Dr. Em Claire Knowles, Assistant Dean for Student Administrative Service, School of 
Library & Information Science, Simmons College, Boston, MA, and (3) Dr. Claudette S. McLin, District Field      
Librarian, Library Services, Los Angeles Unified School District, Los Angeles, CA. Also, a special presentation was 
made by Librarian Pamela Cash Menzies, Ebony Magazine Library, Chicago, IL.  The second part of the program    
featured Audience Exchange Moderator Averil J. Kadis, Public Relations Director (Retired), Enoch Pratt Free      
Library, Baltimore, MD with attendees sharing highlights of the activities and programs from the Holiday               
Observances in their libraries to "Keep the Dream Alive."      

Following the Audience Exchange, the Materials Exchange provided examples of brochures, calendars, flyers,      
posters, programs, etc. from the panelists and members of the audience that included those from the Westchester 
Library System's acclaimed King Holiday Authors Tea in Tarrytown, NY.  Moreover, all the program materials     
became part of the King Holiday Task Force Exhibit in the Diversity Fair starring the Cleveland Public Library's     
professionally acknowledged, leading Book Mobile Service. 

Special appreciation is extended to the panelists and attendees along with SRRT leadership, Satia Orange and the 
OLOS and others for successful events despite the absence of the Chair because of illness. 

Please check your midwinter program for the details of the Sunrise Celebration 

Respectfully submitted, 

Virginia B. (Ginny) Moore, Chair                         

Hello! I am Lisa Gieskes, one of the new co-coordinators for the Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty Task Force.  
My goal is to continue and advance the work of the HHPTF.  Here is an update on our task force: 

1. 83 people attended the HHPTF/OLOS program on Serving Low-Income People Effectively: Ideas and    
Practices for Libraries on Sunday, June 24.  Special thanks go to Helen Carpenter, Project Coordinator for the     
Welcome to Your Library Project at the London Libraries Development Agency and Laurel Weir, Policy Director at 
the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty.  

2. Coordination of a program at ALA Annual 2008 in Anaheim, CA, that focuses on community building 
through libraries.  Please contact Lisa Gieskes, lisagieskes@yahoo.com, if you are interested in participating.  

3. John Gehner will guest edit an upcoming issue on poverty in the Journal of Information Ethics.  If you are 
interested in submitting an article contact John Gehner at jgehner@hhptf.org. Guidelines for submissions will be  
provided. The deadline for submissions is March 1, 2008. 

Check out Welcome To Your Library, coordinated through the  London Libraries Development Agency. See:  
http://www.welcometoyourlibrary.org.uk/ 

MLK, JR. REPORT 
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H UNGER, HOMELESSNESS AND  POVERTY REPORT 
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Greetings to the members of the Social Responsibilities Round Table. SRRT took a break in proposing resolutions at 
the ALA Annual Meeting in Washington, DC.  Perhaps we were worn out by the unsympathetic reception to our 
efforts at the Midwinter Meeting. SRRT did however endorse one resolution, which was then approved by the ALA 
Council. ALA is now on record in support of the necessary funding to bring new equipment to the National Library 
Service for the Blind.  Council also passed a resolution on the need for òAccessible Digitization Projectsó  including 
people with disabilities. A discussion at the SRRT Action Council led to a later initiative at the ALA Council        
concerning how to move ALA Headquarters and the Washington Office to follow-up on SRRT initiated resolutions 
passed by the ALA Council.  Although we have been assured that these resolutions are sent out to the members of 
Congress, etc., we are not given any tangible evidence. I now hope and expect to see much better and detailed    
implementation reports in the future, but of course we will have to monitor this and see what happens.  In a related 
matter, ALA sponsored a successful lobby day where more than 2000 librarians descended on the Congress to lobby 
for ALAõs issues. Of course, we found that our resolutions on withdrawing from Iraq, opposing  disinformation  
campaigns, and opposing the use of torture were not included in the ALA handout.  SRRT made its own  handout 
but it is unclear if it was successfully distributed to many Congressional and Senate offices.  I raised this issue three 
times at ALA Council meetings to no avail.  This was particularly unfortunate  because the ACLU, an ALA partner               
organization, along with a couple of hundred other organizations were also lobbying on the same day, and one of 
their main issues was stopping the torture of prisoners at US and US-affiliated facilities around the world.   

The most likely important Council action was contained in the Intellectual Freedom Committeeõs report.  ALA 
Council passed a good resolution against the misuse of National Security Letters to obtain library records.  The IFC 
report also contained a substantial guide on òFostering Media Diversity in Libraries: Strategies and Actions.ó  The 
Council also endorsed a short  document on òPrinciples for Digital Content,ó with sections on Values, Intellectual 
Property Rights, Sustainable Collections, Collaboration, Advocacy, International Scope, Continuous Learning,   
Preservation, and Importance of Standards.  

There were two internal procedural resolutions that I and some other progressive councilors opposed.  The first  
created a task force to investigate open-ended electronic participation in all ALA structures.  As I said on the Council 
floor, I am all in favor or e-participation but I am not in favor of e-decision-making.  When Keith Fiels later          
approached me about my remarks, I suggested the extreme case of a call for the ALA Council to meet online. I said 
that there is no substitute for personal interchange, including body language of folks at the microphone, the emotion 
in peopleõs voices, and caucusing during debate to offer amendments.  The second was a resolution that will be    
implemented at the next annual meeting, and concerns the restructuring of ALA Membership Meetings.  These 
meetings were designed to influence ALA policy by offering members the chance to discuss any issues with the      
possibility of referring resolutions for consideration of the ALA Council. (The ability to overturn ALA Council    
resolutions was rarely used and is no longer in effect.)  Until now, any proposed resolutions had priority on the 
agendas, but this new provision divides the one-hour meeting into two halves and relegates member resolutions to 
the second half.  This will leave only one-half hour to discuss any controversial resolutions that may arise. We may 
have to address this problem again soon, perhaps by a membership resolution. 

There was one other report of particular interest. The Freedom of Read Foundation lamented the loss of the           
so-called òBong Hits 4 Jesusó case in the Supreme Court.  The FTRF had filed an amicus brief along with several other 
free speech organizations. This lawsuit challenged a high school studentõs suspension from school for displaying his 
òBong Hits 4 Jesusó banner. But this event, an Olympic torch relay, was not a school event and not on school     
property. This decision was a blow against student free speech rights, and it may have far-reaching implications.   
Finally, the Council honored Kurt Vonnegut with a memorial resolution noting his vision, humor, and support for 
libraries.  The text notes that ALA records show 21 reported censorship challenges to five of his fourteen novels, 

ALA Council Report to SRRT, July 3, 2007  



Greetings once again to SRRT members, old and new.  Following up on our previous successes, in Seattle we       
introduced a resolution aimed at lobbying the Congress to defund the Iraq War. The resolution referenced our 
past successful resolutions since 2003, which addressed securing Iraqi cultural resources and rebuilding libraries;         
opposing torture; opposing disinformation, media manipulation and the destruction of public information; and for 
getting the US military out of Iraq.  Unfortunately, after much debate, the resolution failed 98 to 48. Although we 
had some unlikely supporters speak to it, the Council was just not ready to take this next logical step. Almost        
everyone we talked with was in favor on a personal level, but there is a disconnect between their personal views 
and their professional lives. We just have to work harder to connect our issues and break down these barriers to          
fundamentally change our society.   

As I said on the Council floor, one of the nice things about meeting in new places is that we meet new folks who 
may want to participate in ALA for the first time.  Some folks in the Seattle Public Library union crafted an       
excellent resolution on the reasons for impeaching President George W. Bush.  SRRT endorsed it and we took it 
to the    Council.  Jonathan Betz-Zall took the lead as Washington State Chapter Councilor.  This was a positive 
development on the one-hand but very disheartening to see the reaction of the Council.  To my knowledge, the 
ALA Council has never precluded debating anything brought before it.  Unfortunately in this case, someone came 
to the microphone to do just that.  A councilor asked for a ruling on whether this resolution was appropriate     
business for ALA.       President Burger consulted with the Parliamentarian who advised her to ask the body.  
When she did, a majority of hands went up and she ruled the item out of order.  An immediate rebellion followed. 
Councilor Bernadine         Abbott-Hoduski made an impassioned speech against self-censorship followed by several 
others including one    councilor who said she had not realized what she was doing when she raised her hand.  
President Burger then      overruled herself and we debated the resolution.  Progressive councilors were         
themselves divided on this one.     Several, including Bernadine, stated their opinion that tying up the Congress 
with impeachment was the wrong way to go, and that we needed the Congress to act to try to right some wrongs 
from the current Administration.  In the end, only about ten councilors voted for the resolution. 

There were several other important resolutions.  The Council voted in support of immigrants (legal or otherwise) 
by opposing any legislation that infringes on the rights of anyone in the USA to use library resources, programs, 
and services on the national, state, and local levels.  Evidently, many public libraries currently exclude              
undocumented immigrants from various services.  Hopefully, local activists might be empowered to change this 
situation.  Thanks to REFORMA for bringing this to our attention through the Committee on Legislation (COL). 

The Council also approved two other items from the COL report. The first urged the Congress to amend the   
Copyright Act to facilitate use of òorphan worksó if the user has made a good faith effort to locate the owners.  The 
other urged governments at all levels to support the role of libraries in providing electronic government and     
emergency response services. 

For the first time in my memory, the Intellectual Freedom Committee did not present any resolutions for             
consideration. The International Relations Committee had only one non-controversial action item, the              
appointment of an ALA representative to the U.S. Committee of the Blue Shield.  The Blue Shield was established 
in 1996 as an international organization to protect the worldõs cultural heritage threatened by wars and natural 
disasters. The U.S. Committee was formed in 2006. 

ALA Council Report to SRRT, Midwinter 2007  

PAGE 6 SRRT NEWSLETTER 

including fifteen incidents from 1972 to 2007 targeting Slaughterhouse Five, which was burned in 1973 in North     
Dakota.  As usual, I will try to answer any questions. AL Kagan SRRT Councilor akagan@uiuc.edu 

Annual Council Report, Continued  

mailto:akagan@uiuc.edu


T ASK FORCE ON  THE ENVIRONMENT  ALA A NNUAL  PROGRAMS 

M IDWINTER  COUNCIL  REPORT CONTINUED  

There was one other ALA Council resolution of note.  Several progressive councilors introduced a resolution to follow
-up on ALAõs continuing relationship with the Boy Scouts of America National Council (BSA).  ALA Council had    
resolved at the Midwinter 1999 meeting to cut its formal relationship with the BSA because of their explicit             
homophobia and discrimination based on religious affiliation. These councilors pointed to a liaison listed on the website 
of  the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC).  The ALSC Councilor defended its practice and said this did 
not constitute an official relationship.  In the end, Council decided to put this on hold until the Council could receive 
an official response from ALSC, which will happen at the annual meeting in Washington, DC. 

Finally, the ALA-APA (Allied Professional Association) easily passed a resolution endorsing a nonbinding minimum 
salary of not less than $40,000 for professional librarians. 

As usual, I will be happy to try to answer any questions. 

Al Kagan, SRRT Councilor, akagan@uiuc.edu 

EDITORõS NOTE:  This report was inadvertently left out of the last issue.  Please see page 10 for the latest report. 
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ALA Midwinter Request from TFOE 

DAY/DATE        Monday, January 14, 2008                                                                                                                                           
TIME            1:30 - 3:30 (tentative)                                                                                                                                             
PLACE           Convention Center (tentative)                                                                                                                                 
TYPE OF PROGRAM Environment and Literacy Discussion Group                                                                                                           
TITLE      Nature and the Environment @ your library: Nature Journals as a Tool for 
a Children's Library Program 

DESCRIPTION:   This inaugural program feature three distinguished discussion  
leaders who will focus on the theme of writing nature journals as a means for children 
to record their words, ideas, pictures, and feelings about the observations they make 
in the environments where they live, work, and play.  This new discussion group, 
sponsored by the ALA Task Force on the Environment, begins a new dialogue about 
special programs for libraries and librarians that want to engage in supporting       
children's literacy programs on two fronts.  First, is developing stimulating and fun 
projects or children's literacy initiatives. Second, is developing programs related to   
E-literacy (environmental literacy) by developing programs and activities to increase awareness about environmental 
and nature-themed topics and issues. Participants will hear from experts on a means to get kids interested in nature and 
things outdoors and get them started in making their own nature journals. 

DISCUSSION LEADERS:        Doug Wechsler, Director,  The Academy of Natural Sciences (Philadelphia) and         
Children's book author (28 titles) and nature photographer (Frog Heaven: The Ecology of a Vernal Pool, Boyds Mill 
Press);  Mark Baldwin, Director of Education, Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History; Andy Boyles, Science 
Editor, Boyds Mill Press and Highlights for Children magazine.   

MODERATOR: Fred Stoss, TFOE Co-Chair, University at Buffalo 



IFLA Report  
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This yearõs IFLA World Library and Information Congress was held in Durban, South Africa, August 19th to 23rd. 
The local organizing committee took the opportunity to highlight the overthrow of apartheid by inviting Albie Sachs 
to give the keynote address.  Now a Justice of the Constitutional Court, Sachs is an ANC stalwart who participated 
in the 1955 Congress of the People where the Freedom Charter was written (the ANCõs foundational document). 
He went to prison in 1963 and eventually had to go into exile, losing an arm and an eye to a car bomb in             
Mozambique in 1988. He dedicated his talk to the unknown local librarian who supplied books to help him through 
solitary confinement. He noted that the new Constitutional Court Library has the largest human rights collection in 
the world, and its virtual collections are open to all of southern Africa.  IFLA has promised that Albie Sachõs talk 
will eventually become available on the IFLA website. Just as inspiring, Minister of Arts and Culture Pallo Jordan 
addressed various gatherings during the meeting.  Jordan is known as a leftist, and he announced an additional one 
billion Rand ($140 million) for public and community libraries over 3 years. This will include the strengthening of 
provincial library services and re-publication of classics in South Africaõs 9 indigenous languages. 

Of the more than 3100 attendees, more than one-third came from Africa, and probably about half the Africans 
came from South Africa.  As a result there were far more programs about African libraries and librarianship than 
usual. For example, I was able to attend part of a pre-conference seminar on òAfrican Libraries of the Future        
Interfacing with the Millennium Development Goals,ó an interesting session on the preservation of audio-visual and 
oral tradition archives, and a session on copyright concerns regarding traditional knowledge, cultural expressions 
and folklore.  Of course, IFLA meetings always include lots of local culture and this meeting was no exception.        
I particularly enjoyed the traditional storyteller, Gcina Mhlope, who chaired the opening ceremony as well as     
performed.  The Durban waterfront resembles Miami Beach, and there was even a beach party.  But the level of 
crime in Durban towards white tourists and conference goers is just horrendous.  Many IFLA folks naively thought 
they could just walk around the downtown, but they soon lost their valuables.  Those who resisted the muggers 
sometimes got hurt, and one librarian ended up with a broken leg.  South Africa is still one of the worst countries in 
the world when it comes to distribution of wealth, and neo-liberal economic policies are preventing any serious 
redistribution.  On the other hand, I had a very interesting tour of several township libraries doing impressive 
work. 

This was my final year on the IFLA Free Access to Information and Freedom of Expression Committee (FAIFE) -- 
an IFLA core program. I chaired the FAIFE program committee for the past two years and we put on our second 
successful program on access to HIV/AIDS information in Durban. The papers are on the IFLA website.             
Unfortunately, our most famous speaker could not attend.  Zachie Achmat, the Chair of the Treatment Action 
Campaign (TAC), was involved in speaking out against the latest South African Government scandal around access 
to HIV/AIDS treatment.  The South African Minister of Health, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang, along with President 
Thabo Mbeki are known for their crackpot ideas around HIV/AIDS. For example, the Minister recently appeared at 
International AIDS conference with her display of garlic and beetroot in the place of anti-retroviral drugs.  The 
TAC has not only kept up the pressure with mass demonstrations but has also taken the Government to court a 
number of times and won to demand drug treatment for all.  While the Health Minister was recently in the hospital 
getting a liver transplant, her deputy was actually rolling out the drug treatment programs. Deputy Minister 
Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge was just fired for her good work after the Minister returned to work.  This is another 
ongoing tragedy of the current South African situation.  We unfortunately also missed out on hearing our Brazilian 
speaker on the intellectual property issues around HIV/AIDS drugs. He was also unable to attend due to pressing 
business at home.   

The 2007 FAIFE World Report is forthcoming, it surveys 116 countries on freedom of expression issues. Finally, 
let me just note that the FAIFE fact-finding trip to Israel and the West Bank finally happened in April 2007.  The 
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IFLA Governing Board has already accepted the initial recommendations. They include various kinds of library    
assistance to the West Bank, a conference to be held outside the regional to foster cooperation between the        
Palestinian and Israeli library communities, and publication of articles describing the effects of the occupation and 
the second Intifada on the library situation in the West Bank.  Let me know if you want a copy of the preliminary 
report. 

The IFLA Council passed a dues increase and a resolution explicitly forbidding IFLA from endorsing national      
political candidates for office. The latter was not a change in policy but just something to satisfy foundations who 
make grants to the organization.  Finally, it is a pleasure for me to report that Ellen Tise, University Librarian at 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa, is the new IFLA President-Elect.  I have worked with Ellen for many years, 
and I have every confidence that she will try to take IFLA forward in a progressive direction.  As usual, I will try to 
answer any questions. 

Al Kagan, September 18, 2007 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT :  CAROL GULYAS 

1. Where did you get your MLS (or MIS) and when?  
Dominican University, River Forest, IL, 2003 
 
2.     What is your current library position? 
Reference & Instruction Librarian, Columbia College Chicago 
 
3.      How long have you been involved with SRRT? In what capacity? 
Since 2003, first as a member, and a frequent poster to the list, then I was elected to 
Action Council in 2004.   In 2006 I organized a program at ALA in New Orleans focusing on The Ethnic Press and 
Libraries, assumed the position of coordinator of the Alternative Media Task Force. In that role I organized the Free 
Speech Buffet for past two years. 
 
4.      What are your proudest SRRT achievements? 
Voting to pass the resolution against the Iraq War.   Being part of the group that put ALA on record as opposing 
illegal war, torture and the Patriot Act.  Getting the Free Speech Buffet process organized and transitioning it to a 
paid event. 
 
5.     How has your experience with SRRT helped you as a librarian? 
It has made me constantly aware of our role as community builders and protectors of free speech and the            
constitution. 
 
6.      In what direction would you like SRRT to go? 
I would like the organization to do more than just meet at annual and midwinter and pass resolutions.  I would like 
it to provide more resources for librarians to achieve social justice and provide more meaningful communication 
between annual and midwinter to foster the sharing of information and resources to further social justice. I would 
like us to do more fundraising so that the Free Speech Buffet can be even bigger and better. 
 
7.      What do you have to say to a new SRRT member? 
Get involved and help reach out to attract even more new members.  

IFLA Report, Continued  


