
 

 

Monday June 30 

Feminist Publishing: 
The Evolution of a 
Revolution 

8:00-12:00pm 

Location: Disneyõs Paradise 
Pier, Pacific A Room 

EPA Libraries Forum 

8:00-9:30am 

Location: Anaheim Conven-
tion Center, Room 203B 

 

SRRT Action Council II 
and Membership Meet-
ing 

1:30-3:30pm 

Location:  Hilton Anaheim, 
El Capitan  Room 

 

Alternative Media Re-
ception (formerly the 
Free Speech Buffet) 

7:00-10:00pm 

Location: Disneyõs Grand 
Californian, Wisteria and Ter-
race Room 

Check Task Force 
reports for more 
information.  

Saturday June 28 
 

SRRT All Task Force  
Meeting  
 8:00-10:00am 

Location: Disney ôs Paradise 
Pier, Pacific C Room 

SRRT Action Council 
I Meeting 

 10:30-12:30pm 

Location: Disneyõs Paradise 
Pier, San Diego Room 
 

Community Building 
Through Libraries              
1:30-3:30pm 

Location:  Disneyland Ho-
tel, Dreams D Room 
  

Introduction to 
Womenõs Issues 

 1:30-3:30pm 

Location:  Hilton Anaheim, 
Palisades Room 

MLK Jr. Holiday Multi-
cultural Idea Exchange 

1:30-3:30pm 

Location: Anaheim Conven-
tion Center, Room 206A 

Task Force on the Envi-
ronmentñGreening of 
the Presses 

4:00-5:30pm 

Location: Anaheim Conven-
tion Center, Room 204C. 

Sunday June 29   

Implementing ALAõs 
Policy 61: Library Ser-
vices to Poor People 

8:00-10:00am 

Location: Hilton Anaheim. 
Malibu Room 

Earth Wind and Fire @ 
Your Library: Changing 
Climate and Changing 
Lives 

10:30-12:00pm 

Location: Anaheim Conven-
tion Center, Room 201D 

 

Feminist Task Force 
Meeting 

1:30-3:30pm 

Location: Hyatt Regency 
Orange County, Granada Room 
 

 

PLG Discussion and 
Meeting 

4:00-5:30pm 

Location: Disneyland Hotel, 
Dreams A 
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The Feminist Task Force is sponsoring or co-sponsoring some great programs at ALA Annual 2008. 

 

Feminists Night Out is on Friday evening, June 27.  The place and time are still a question.  This information will 

be widely distributed through various ALA and library related discussion lists and wikis.  Please look for the infor-

mation because this is a great way to connect with old friends and meet new friends. 

An important program about womenôs groups in ALA is Introduction to Womenôs Issues (Saturday, June 28, 1:30 

ï 2:30 p.m., Hilton ï Palisades). People attending will discuss care issues faced by librarians, particularly women 

librarians, and how this affects our professional lives.  Information will also be made available about the SRRT 

Feminist Task Force (FTF), the Committee on the Status of Women in Librarianship (COSWL), ACRLôs 

Womenôs Studies Section (WSS), the LAMA Women Administrators Discussion Group and the Gay, Lesbian, 

Bisexual, Transgender Round Table (GLBTRT) which include opportunities to participate in their current work. 

This is sponsored by COSWL and co-sponsored by ACRL WSS and FTF. 

Sunday afternoon is Caught in the Middle: The Affects of the Care Crisis on Libraries and Librarians (Sunday, 

June 28, 1:30 ï 3:30 p.m., ACC 207 D).  Many women are caught between their jobs and caring for children, 

grandchildren and aging parents, with the library field dominated 

by female employers; this is an issue that affects employers and librarians personally.  Come join a discussion of 

the ñsandwich generationò situation and possible solutions libraries can offer.  This is a COSWL program being co

-sponsored by FTF. 

Sunday evening it the main FTF program, Feministsô Night at the Movies, and it promises fun, relaxation, pop-

corn, and a bit of information (Sunday, June 28, 8:00 ï 10:00 p.m., ACC 203 B).  Please come and enjoy our Sun-

day night at the movies.  Two movies will be shown. ñI Was a Teenage Feministò by Therese Shechter is a funny, 

moving and very personal journey into the heart of feminism, which begins as a quest to find out whether femi-

nism can still be a source of personal and political power, and ultimately redefines the F-word for a new genera-

tion. ñThe Noble Struggle of Amina Wadudò by Elli Safari is a fascinating and powerful portrait of an African-

American Muslim woman who first led a mixed-gender prayer congregation. Both movies are being provided by 

Women Make Movies (www.wmm.com).   

To top it all off FTF is co-sponsoring the ACRL Womenôs Studies Section program, Feminist Publishing: The 

Evolution of a Revolution (Monday, June 30, 8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m., PIER, Pacific A) .  From pamphlets and fly-

ers to blogs and webzines, feminist publishing has always existed at the margins of scholarly communication, even 

as it simultaneously enters and influences the mainstream. In honor of the 25th anniversary of the Womenôs Stud-

ies Section, we will explore the dynamic nature of feminist publishing with panelists representing book, magazine, 

blog, and web publishing.  The speakers are: Kristin Bender, Reporter/Writer, Womenôs eNews and The Oakland 

Tribune; Kimberly Guinta, Acquisitions Editor, History, Routledge; Jennifer Nace, Assistant Librarian/Reference 

& Instruction Librarian, Penn State Worthington Scranton; Lisa Pierce, Editorial Database Manager, Greenwood 

Publishing Group; and Florence Howe, Emerita Publisher/Director, The Feminist Press at CUNY 

The Feminist Task Force also has two business meetings.  The first is with the SRRT All-Task Force meeting on 

Saturday, June 28 from 8:00 ï 10:00 a.m., PIER, Pacific C.  The second meeting is on Sunday, June 29 from 1:30 

ï 3:30 p.m., Hyatt, Granada. 

By Dierdre Conkling 

 

FEMINIST T ASK FORCE 

PAGE 2 SRRT NEWSLETTER 



 

 

IRTF REPORT  

PAGE 3   

 

 

 

 

The International Responsibilities Task Force will meet Saturday June 28 at 8AM in the Pacific Room of the Dis-

neyôs Paradise Pier. We will spend time coordinating our programming efforts for next yearôs ALA Annual Confer-

ence in Chicago.  If you are interested in getting involved with the IRTF, this would be a great opportunity to meet 

with us and learn what we are about.  Also, if you are interested in serving as a co-coordinator for the IRTF, please 

let me know at the meeting as well.  If you cannot attend the meeting, but are still interested in becoming a co-

coordinator for IRTF, please email me at lpringle@plcmc.org.   

 

At our midwinter meeting in Philadelphia, the IRTF in collaboration with the Task Force on the Environment 

(TFOE) agreed to co-host a program this year in Anaheim on climate change.  The program, entitled ñEarth Wind 

and Fire @ Your Library:  Changing Climate and Changing Live, will examine the factors that are contributing to 

climate change and will present a call to action to outline what we can do to reduce the consequences of global 

warming in our homes, places of work, and recreation.  We will have speakers from various constituencies address-

ing these issues.  The program will take place Sunday, June 29 at 10:30AM, in the Anaheim Convention Center  

201D. 

 

Also, during our midwinter meeting, the IRTF endorsed resolutions on the crisis in Kenya and the confiscation of 

Iraqi documents from the Iraq National Library Archives.  Both resolutions went through ALA council and were 

adopted.   

 

By LaJuan Pringle, IFRT Coordinator 

The Progressive Librarians Guild is pleased to announce the winner of the 2008 Miriam Braverman Memorial 

Prize.  This yearôs prize has been awarded to Miriam Rigby for her essay entitled ñJust Throw It All Away! (and 

other thoughts I have had that may bar me from a career in archiving).ò Ms. Rigby is currently enrolled in the 

MLIS program at the University of Washingtonôs Information School and plans to graduate in spring, 2008. 

Essays were submitted by library and information science students from colleges and universities in the United 

States and Canada. Their papers considered such subjects as the USA Patriot Act, health literacy outreach, and 

humanism as critical librarianship. Ms. Rigbyôs essay will be published in the forthcoming issue of Progressive 

Librarian, the journal published by the Progressive Librarians Guild.  She will also receive a $300 stipend for 

attendance at the 2008 American Library Associationôs annual meeting in Anaheim, CA, and an award certifi-

cate at the PLG annual dinner on June 29, 2008. 

 

The Miriam Braverman Memorial Prize is awarded annually for the best essay written by a student of library/

information science on an aspect of the social responsibilities of librarians, libraries or librarianship. The prize is 

named in honor of Miriam Braverman (1920-2002), an activist librarian who was a longstanding member of the 

Progressive Librarians Guild and a founder of the American Library Associationôs Social Responsibilities 

Round Table. She was a strong proponent of the social responsibilities perspective within librarianship and an 

inspiration to younger librarians entering the field. 

 

The Progressive Librarians Guild (PLG) was founded in 1990 and is committed to supporting activist librarians 

and monitoring the professional ethics of librarianship from a perspective of social responsibility. For more in-

formation, visit the Guildôs website at: http://libr.org/PLG/### 

Miriam Braverman Memorial Prize Winner Announced 
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8TH MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY MULTICULTURAL IDEA EXCHANGE 

FEATURING JOHN A. STOKES, AUTHOR 

ñTORCH BEARER FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

AND 

 THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTò 

 The program will include the authorôs presentation along with a panel that will discuss their outstanding library programs for 

the King Holiday observance with emphasis on the activities involving their entire community to ñKeep the Dream Alive.ò  

Author John A. Stokes, Students On Strike, National Geographic, 2008 will discuss his book which reveals how he helped 

lead a strike over his high schoolôs poor conditions that led to a lawsuit. It was eventually consolidated on appeal with five 

other cases to become the milestone Brown v. Board of Education and ignite the Civil Rights Movement with Dr. King as its 

most prominent leader.    

 Andrew A. Venable, Director, Cleveland Public Library, Cleveland, OH  will moderate the panel discussion and the repre-

sentative panelists are:   Vivian Fisher, Manager, African American Department, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, MD; 

Johnnieque (Johnnie) B. Love,  Personnel Programs, University of Maryland, College Park, MD;  Carolyn R. Garnes, Li-

brary Consultant and African American Childrenôs Book Specialist ï ñSharing Dr. Kingôs Dream with Elementary School 

Students,ò Atlanta, GA;  and Jim Kuhn, Head of Technical Services, Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, DC. 

 Roy Joynes, Branch Manager, Laurel Library, Prince Georgeôs County Memorial Library System will serve as the moderator 

of the Audience Exchange in which all attendees are invited to give brief highlights of their highly lauded King Holiday li-

brary  programs.  Additionally, all attendees are encouraged to bring at least 25 copies of each handout to be shared during 

the Materials Exchange at the close of the event scheduled at 1:30-3:30 pm on Saturday, June 28 at the Anaheim Convention 

Center in room 206A.  

 By Virginia B. Moore 

 

MLK, JR. TASK FORCE REPORT 
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IRTF UPDATE 

The International Responsibilities Task Force will meet Saturday June 28 at 8AM in the Pacific Room of the Disneyôs 

Paradise Pier. We will spend time coordinating our programming efforts for next yearôs ALA Annual Conference in Chi-

cago.  If you are interested in getting involved with the IRTF, this would be a great opportunity to meet with us and learn 

what we are about.  Also, if you are interested in serving as a co-coordinator for the IRTF, please let me know at the meet-

ing as well.  If you cannot attend the meeting, but are still interested in becoming a co-coordinator for IRTF, please email 

me at lpringle@plcmc.org.   

 

At our midwinter meeting in Philadelphia, the IRTF in collaboration with the Task Force on the Environment (TFOE) 

agreed to co-host a program this year in Anaheim on climate change.  The program, entitled ñEarth Wind and Fire @ Your 

Library:  Changing Climate and Changing Live, will examine the factors that are contributing to climate change and will 

present a call to action to outline what we can do to reduce the consequences of global warming in our homes, places of 

work, and recreation.  We will have speakers from various constituencies addressing these issues.  The program will take 

place Sunday, June 29 at 10:30AM, in the Anaheim Convention Center  201D. 

 

Also, during our midwinter meeting, the IRTF endorsed resolutions on the crisis in Kenya and the confiscation of Iraqi 

documents from the Iraq National Library Archives.  Both resolutions went through ALA council and were adopted.   

By LaJuan Pringle 



 

 

PAGE 5  

Nature Journaling and Library Program Ideas was the unofficial theme of a discussion group held by the SRRT 

Task Force on the Environment (TFOE) at last January's Midwinter Meeting. The program was a discussion about 

the use of nature journaling to enhance literacy, organized and moderated by Fred Stoss, TFOE Co-Chair. 

Fred Stoss met the discussion group leaders, Andy Boyles, Mark Baldwin, and Doug Weschler, at the 2006 Writ-

ing from Nature: Blazing a Trail from Field Journal to Published Work 5-day writing workshop in Boyds Mill, 

Pennsylvania. These three were among the core instructors for the workshop and it was here Fred realized the po-

tential for engaging librarians in a dynamic process for bring environmental literacy issues into play as reading 

literacy projects. 

TFOE was thrilled with the response to this initial program addressing the two concerns of reading literacy and 

environmental literacy and pleased that more than 25 persons attended this late Monday afternoon program. A 

brief list of resources about nature journaling is as follows:    

Selected Readings on Nature Journaling 

Nature Journaling: Learning to Observe and Connect with the World Around You 

Clare Walker Leslie and Charles Edmund Roth 

 Pownal, VT: Storey Books, ISBN: 9781580170888, 1998. 

Keeping a Nature Journal: Discover a Whole New Way of Seeing the World Around You  

Clare Walker Leslie and Charles Edmund Roth  

Pownal, VT: Storey Books, ISBN: 9781580173063, 2000. 

Spiritual Journaling:  Writing Your Way to Independence 

Julie Tallard Johnson 

Rochester, VT: Bindu Books, ; ISBN: 9781594770562, 2006. 

Into the field:  A Guide to Locally Focused Teaching  

Ann Zwinger, John Tallmadge, Clare Walker Leslie, and  Tom Wessels 

Great Barrington, MA: Orion Society, ISBN: 0913098523, 1999.  

Leaf Dird Days & Firefly Nights:  Personal Renewal through Nature Journaling 

Beverly J Letchworth 

St. Louis, MO: Pen Central Press, ISBN: 9780966567281, 2001. 

Plants alive!: Revealing Plant Lives through Guided Nature Journaling   

Charles Edmund Roth  

New York: iUniverse, ISBN: 9780595366446, 2005. 

The Alphabet of the Trees: A Guide to Nature Writing  

Christian McEwen and Mark Statman 

New York: Teachers & Writers Collaborative, ISBN: 9780915924639, 2000. 

Nature Journaling @ your library  

ecolibrarian 

Task Force on the Environment Report (TFOE) 
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Ecolibrarian: http://www.ecolibrarian.org/ 

Electronic Green Journal: http://egj.lib.uidaho.edu 

Visual Resources for Ornithology: (VIREO)http://vireo.acnatsci.org/ 

The Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History: www.rtpi.org 

Electronic Naturalist: www.enaturalist.org   

Highlights for Children  

Nature and science articles from Highlights for Children magazine 

www.highlightskids.com (Go to: Science in Action --> Story of the Week --> More Science Stories) 

Boyds Mills Press 

Nature and science books, including Frog Heaven by Doug Wechsler 

www.boydsmillspress.com 

 

Our speakers at the 2008 Midwinter Meeting on Monday afternoon, "Nature & the Environment @ your library," 

discussed the feasibility of nature study activities in urban settings. Children's book author and nature photogra-

pher, Doug Weschler, told of many places that have planted various flower gardens along the perimeter of their 

property, including golden rod, and other wild flowers. Many people use extensive herbicides and lawn mowers to 

eradicate their lawns of "weeds," while other can let these plants mature to attract butterflies, song birds, and other 

wildlife. Even if planted in large flower pots along the fringe of  a  parking lot can be great attractors of wildlife. 

 

Think about making the planting of wild flowers along your urban or suburban library's parking lot or adjacent to 

the building. The resulting project of planting the wild flowers can then become an exciting adventure in watching 

what kinds of wildlife will be attracted to your newly created "wild flower habitat." 

 

This could become an interesting activity for children to record in a Nature Journal the entire building of their habi-

tat, recording the grow of their flowery habitats--their telling the story in words: poems or prose; in illustrations, 

and other notes the children will be encouraged to make. 

 

Find some books and turn your project into a reading activity. 

 

Other ideas will come your  way as you discover how to combine literacy activities with an environmental literacy 

(E-literacy) component. 

 

Fred Stoss, TFOE Co-Chair 

 

                                   

 

TFOE REPORT CONTINUED 
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TFOE Library Tip for Green Library Programs: Combining Literacy Activties 

with E-Literacy  
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The National Agricultural Library (NAL), supported by the U.S. department of Agriculture is noted as the great-

est agricultural library in the world. Its user base is as broad as is the agricultural community from the single-

family farm to the corporate leaders of the Fortune 100 agro-business companies. The NAL budget has remained 

"flat-lined," but as the final paragraphs of this fourth edition are edited, NAL's budget is slated for drastic cuts in 

the Federal governments 2008 Fiscal Year, which began Oct. 1, 2008. The proposed cuts may "curtail acquisition 

of new printed works, endanger preservation of its special collections, halt document delivery and turn a national 

library into a local one." (Damrosch, 2008)  The American Library Association (ALA) and the Association of 

Research Libraries (ARL) sent a letter to the Honorable Rosa DeLauro, Chairwoman of the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives' Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related Agencies, a part of the Committee on 

Appropriations, requesting necessary appropriations for the National Agricultural Library on March 20, 2008:  

http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/letter_nalapprops.pdf.  

In the Washington Post special feature article, staff writer, Barbara Damrosch provides a concise statement con-

cerning the plight of both the EPA's National Library Network and the National Agricultural Library: 

 

"A library is a lot like a seed bank, in which the germ plasm of the world's plant varieties is preserved for future 

generations. Without this rich diversity of old seeds to draw on, the breeding of new plants capable of meeting 

future challenges can't be guaranteed. In addition, the seeds must be grown out from time to time to test their vi-

ability and to keep them adaptable to present conditions. The same is true of books. If no one reads them, puts 

their contents through the paces of real life and uses them to cultivate knowledge, the future will see a poor har-

vest indeed.  

(Damrosch, 2008) 

 

 

 

Damrosch, Barbara. 2008. "A Precious Resource at Risk," (Special to )The Washington Post, Thursday, May 1, 

2008; Page H07 http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/30/AR2008043000928.html 

 

More Data and Information Restrictions in EPA Fred Stoss, University at Buffalo TFOE Co-Chair 

 

 

 

A new report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) criticizes a White House policy that allows its 

budget office and other agencies to interfere with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's reviews of toxic 

chemicals. The summary page for the report, EPA's New Assessment Process Will Increase Challenges EPA 

Faces in Evaluating and Regulating Chemicals, with links to its full-text content is at:  

http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-08-743T. 

 

Fred Stoss, TFOE Co-Chair 

 

 

 
 

Deep Cuts in National Agricultural Library  
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Liaison Report, Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF) 

Submitted by Terry Epperson 

 

As the SRRT liaison, I attended the FRTF Board Meeting on January 9, 2008. The morning session was 

devoted to discussion of legal developments while the afternoon session addressed general FTRF organ-

izational issues. Although no major legal developments were reported since Annual, ongoing issues of 

particular interest to SRRT members include: 

 

Comcast Must Die! 

Anyone amongst us who has had cause to visit http://comcastmustdie.com/ or has worried about internet 

privacy should be heartened the recent (April 21, 2008) NJ Supreme Court decision in State of New Jer-

sey v. Shirley Reid (A-105-06). The decision addresses the balance between the needs of criminal investi-

gators and protection of Internet usersô personal privacy. In this instance a detective used a defective mu-

nicipal court subpoena to obtain information from Comcast about a specific ISP customer. The NJ Su-

preme Court upheld a lower court decision to suppress the evidence because the defective subpoena vio-

lated the reasonable expectation of privacy under the state constitution. In the words of the NJ ACLU, 

this decision ñstrengthen[s] the right to read anonymously and to use the internet without surveillance. 

Moreover, it suggests that limits on government power do apply in cyberspace.ò FTRF joined with the 

New Jersey Library Association and several other organizations in an amicus brief.  

 

Women and Guns 

The pending case of Sarah Bradburn et al v. the North Central Library District in the Eastern District of 

the US District Court in Washington highlights the interesting coalitions that can arise around First 

Amendment issues. The Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) and three library patrons, aided by the 

ACLU of Washington, have alleged that the library district has refused to disable internet filters that bar 

patron access to gun-related information, including the SAF magazine Women and Guns. Although not 

currently involved in the case (the organization typically does not participate until an issue reaches the 

appellate stage), FTRF recognizes the potential importance of the case as the first ñas appliedò challenge 

to CIPA (Childrenôs Internet Protection Act). FTRF is also monitoring anecdotal accounts of public li-

braries refusing to disable internet filters at the request of adult patrons. This trial is currently scheduled 

for June, 2008. 

 

¡Vamos a Cuba!/A Visit to Cuba 

Most SRRT members are already aware of the excellent July 24, 2006 Florida District Court decision in 

ACLU v. Miami-Dade County School Board (439 F.Supp.2d 1242). However, the school board has ap-

pealed the decision to the full Eleventh Circuit, where its fate is far from certain. Oral arguments were 

held on June 6, 2007 and a decision is pending. The 2006 District Court ruling overturned the school 

board decision to remove the 32-page childrenôs book ¡Vamos a Cuba! and its English counterpart A 

Visit to Cubaðas well as all other books in the ñLetôs Go!ò seriesðfrom every school library in the dis-

trict. The removal was prompted by Cuban exiles who claimed that the book was factually inaccurate. 

One of their examples is that the bookðwritten for four to six year oldsðdoes not include the informa-

tion that ñ[h]igh pregnancy rates in adolescence are a bi-productò of teenagers being sent send to the 

countryside to perform unpaid agriculture labor.  

 

Liaison Report, Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF) 
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TASK FORCE ON  THE ENVIRONMENT  ALA A NNUAL  PROGRAMS 

FTRF CONTINUED  

A more convincing explanation of the removals was provided by one of the Plaintiffsô experts, Florida In-

ternational University professor Lisandro Perez:  

 

 The real offense of Vamos a Cuba for many Cuban exiles is that it treats Cuba as if it were any 

other country. To present Cuba as a normal place is unacceptable to exiles because it negates the 

very reason for their exile and struggle....The adamant rejection of normalcy accounts for the strong 

desire to remove from the library shelves a book that treats Cuba as the same as any other country. 

 

Judge Gold agreed, writing: ñI conclude that the School Board's claim of ñinaccuraciesò is a guise and pre-

text for ópolitical orthodoxy.ôò Another element supporting the plaintiffsô position was an amicus brief 

filed by REFORMA, arguing that the removals were particularly egregious because of the general paucity 

of Spanish-language books for this age group. A statement issued by Reforma on June 25, 2006 can be 

found at: http://www.reforma.org/BookBan.pdf.  

 

Miscellaneous 

The Gordon M. Conable Conference Scholarship has been established in honor of the late FTRF President. 

As of late April, the OIF/FTRF office reports that Executive Director Judith F. Krug is recovering well 

from recent major surgery. We all send our best wishes. 
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SRRTMEM is an unrestricted email list for announcements from American Library Association's 

Social Responsibilities Round Table. Announcements come from the SRRT Coordinator, Treasure, 

Newsletter Editor and the Director of OLOS. The purpose is to keep SRRT members and other in-

terested people informed as to SRRT's activities and to provide information about how to get in-

volved.  

SRRTMEM is no longer just for SRRT members - now, anyone may subscribe. Feel free to distrib-

ute these instructions to any interested people.  

To facilitate handling of SRRT business between conferences and to provide SRRT Members with 

a forum for discussion of activities, services, and issues related to SRRT, SRRTAC-L, SRRT's dis-

cussion list, also exists on the ALA server. In keeping with the ALA open meeting policy, anyone 

wishing to follow discussions on the list may subscribe and read the list traffic, but only SRRT 

members are allowed to post.  

To subscribe to either of theses lists, please go to the ALA Mailing List Service interface, at http://

lists.ala.org/.  
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SRRT Resolution on the Crisis in Kenya 

 

WHEREAS, hundreds of people have been killed and injured, and thousands have been displaced by the current 

violence in Kenya generated by the controversy surrounding the December election results;  

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. media plays up the ethnic or ñtribalò aspects of the current crisis at the expense of the deep 

political and class aspects of the conflict; 

 

WHEREAS, the Kenyan government has recently curtailed freedom of the press and broadcasting and the right to 

assemble and demonstrate peacefully and non-violently; 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. government has a close military relationship with the Kibaki Government, and has played a 

central role in building up Kenyaôs military and internal security organizations; 

 

WHEREAS, the American Library Association has endorsed Article 19 of the United Nations Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights (policy 58.4) which covers freedom of the press and freedom of expression - rights which 

the Kenyan government is now denying its citizens; 

 

WHEREAS, the American Library Association opposes any governmental prerogatives that lead to the intimida-

tion of individuals or groups and encourages resistance to such abuse of governmental power (Policy 53.4); 

 

WHEREAS, the American Library Association recognizes the vital importance of free and open elections; 

 

WHEREAS, the Association of Concerned Africa Scholars has issued a call for an end to (1) the widespread vio-

lence by the principal Kenyan political actors, (2) restrictions of the right to assemble and demonstrate peacefully 

and non-violently, and (3) recently declared restrictions on press freedoms; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Social Responsibilities Round Table of the American Library Asso-

ciation joins with the Association of Concerned Africa Scholars in calling for an end to the violence in Kenya, a 

return to press and broadcasting freedom, and the right to peacefully assemble for the people of Kenya.   
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SRRT Resolution on the confiscation of Iraqi documents from the Iraq National Library Archives 

 

SRRT Action Council Meeting I 

January 12, 2008 

 

WHEREAS, The United States director of National Intelligence, John Negroponte, posted hundreds of 

Iraqi documents to the internet during the months of March 2006 through November 2006 for wider 

public distribution and dissemination; and 

 

WHEREAS, Since November 2007, the director of the Iraq National Library and Archives, Dr. Saad 

Eskander, has publicly requested of the State Department and of the international community that the 

millions of Iraqi documents seized from the Archives by the United States and British forces after the 

fall of the Ba'ath regime be returned; and  

 

WHEREAS, As of January 9, 2008, there is no evidence suggesting that seized Iraqi documents have 

been returned; and 

 

WHEREAS, Historical documents unify a diverse population through the representation of a shared so-

cial and cultural memory; and 

 

WHEREAS, Documents seized from the Iraq National Library and Archive represent Iraqi social mem-

ory and, as products of political and cultural institutions, had been preserved for longevity as cultural 

property in the Iraq National Library and Archive; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Con-

flict, Chapter I, Article 1, defines cultural property as "moveable or immovable property of great impor-

tance to the cultural heritage of every people"; and  

 

WHEREAS, In 2003, the American Library Association Council adopted the Resolution on Libraries 

and Cultural Resources in Iraq urging "The U.S. Government to ratify and comply with The Hague 

Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its Second Proto-

col"; now, therefore, be it  

 

RESOLVED, That ALA condemns the confiscation of documents from the Iraq National Library and 

Archive by the United States and British forces and strongly advocates the immediate return of all docu-

ments, and, be it further  

 

RESOLVED, That ALA calls for the United States Government to honor the Hague Convention for the 

Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its Second Protocol. 

 

[Mover:  Al Kagan 

Seconder:  Jonathan Betz-Zall] 

 Passed ALA Council, January 16th, 2008 
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COORDINATOR õS REPORT 

 

At Drexel University, where I teach, students are required to take a course called ñProfessional and Social As-

pects of Information Servicesò which covers things like ethics, privacy, copyright, intellectual freedom, and other 

issues within librarianship.  As one of their assignments, students are required to research and report upon two 

LIS professional organizations of their choice (including ALA divisions or round tables, but not ALA itself).  Iôm 

always excited when someone chooses SRRT as an organization they want to look into further!   

 

However, I will admit that Iôve often been disappointed in the results.  ñI couldnôt find much about SRRT,ò stu-

dents will report. ñThey donôt seem very active.ò  ñNot true!ò I reply, as I start to list the many activities SRRT is 

involved in.  Students searching deeply into our website often come up with useful information, but those search-

ing the library literature databases do not.  I finally put two and two together when our member Kathleen de la 

Pena McCook at the University of South Florida pointed out to me that the SRRT Newsletter is not indexed in 

any of the major library literature databases.  She urged me to use my position as SRRT Coordinator to see if this 

could be rectified. 

 

 

Taking her advice to heart, I visited the H.W. Wilson booth in the exhibits area at the ALA Midwinter Confer-

ence in Philadelphia.  Soon thereafter, I was in contact with Wilsonôs Vice President for Indexing & Editorial 

Services.  I was thrilled to hear they are very interested in providing access to the SRRT Newsletter in their Li-

brary Literature and Information Science Full Text product!  Some very complimentary things were said about 

the newsletter, including the value of the task force reports, the book reviews, and the member profiles.  Although 

this is not a ñdone dealò yet and will have to go through approval processes in both the SRRT Action Council and 

ALA administration, I canôt help feeling like weôre moving toward a major sea change in making SRRT and our 

activities much more visible within our profession! (Thanks, Kathleen!) 

 

Speaking of visibility and activity, since becoming SRRT coordinator, Iôm much more aware of some of the num-

bers related to our organization.  Weôre a very large round table ï currently clocking in at over 2,400 members!  

However, out of that number, only about 10% are subscribed to our listserv and an even smaller number are ac-

tively involved in the work of our organization.  Iôve asked SRRT leadership to think about ways that we can in-

volve more SRRT members in our task forces and other activities.  But, Iôd also like to ask you, the members, if 

there are particular ways you can think of that might help you participate more fully in SRRT, especially those of 

you who canôt make it to conferences.  Would a SRRT wiki or blog be of use, in addition to the listserv?  Would 

you like greater support for creating local or regional SRRT affiliates?  Let me know your thoughts and ideas! 

And, for those of you who can make it, I look forward to seeing you at ALA Annual in Anaheim! 

 

Alison Lewis 

SRRT Coordinator 

Alison.Lewis@ischool.drexel.edu 

215-895-5959 
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SRRT MEMBER PROFILE: LA JUAN PRINGLE 

1. Where did you get your MLS (or MLIS) and when?  I received my MLIS from Uni-

versity of North Carolina ï Greensboro in 2002 

 

2. What is your current library position? Iôm an adult services librarian for the Pub-

lic Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County (Charlotte NC), University City 

Regional branch 

3. How long have you been involved with SRRT?  I have been involved with SRRT 

since 2005.  Iôve known about SRRT since my years in library school, but it wasnôt 

until a few years after graduating that I became a member.   In what capacity?  At 

my very first meeting I fell for the bait and became the coordinator of the Interna-

tional Responsibilities Task Force (IRTF).  Since then, Iôve become an At Large 

Action Council Member for SRRT too.     

 

4. What are your proudest SRRT achievements? Iôve had a few since joining SRRT.  But the programs that 

IRTF have hosted have been very significant for me as far as raising awareness on issues that I think librar-

ies should promote.  IRTF has done programs on the lack of international news stories in American media 

and the crisis in Darfur that have made me extremely proud.   

 

5. How has your experience with SRRT helped you as a librarian?  Itôs helped me to realize that librarians can 

advocate for social justice issues without stepping too far outside of the limits of your job to do so.  Iôve 

taken a couple of program ideas originated in SRRT and did them on the local level at my home location.  I 

believe that hosting these programs has endeared my library to the public and theyôve facilitated partner-

ships that will keep going forward in the future.   

  

6. Where would you like to see SRRT go?  I would like to see SRRT go more electronic.  I think we could ex-

pand our reach if we incorporated more of the present technologies (blogs, wikis, social networking sites, 

etcé) into our work.  I think this would encourage more active participation within SRRT and could ex-

pand our membership base as well.   

 

7. Do you have any advice for new SRRT members?  Get involved!  Itôs a great way for anyone to satisfy any 

activist desires you may have and you meet a ton of good people in the process.   
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