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Tutorial Benefits: 
– Visual instruction  
–  Repetition  
– Asynchronous 
– Better use of librarian’s time for 

synchronous sessions 
 

Tutorial Pitfalls: 
– Maintenance (general and interface 

changes) 
– Keeping track of authors/locations 

 

Podcast benefits:  
– repetition  
– increased “learner interaction 
– increased communication 

 

Podcast Pitfalls          
– Creating/editing takes time 
– Keeping them manageable 

size/length 
– Troubleshooting user error 

 

Blog benefits:  
– Subscription distribution 
– Timely but archive list 
– write/journal as part of e-portfolio 
– Comment/feedback 

 

Blog Pitfalls 
– Creating/editing takes time 
– Writing timely and interesting 
– Spam 

 

Wiki benefits:  
– Low Threshold Application   
– Collaborate 
– Comment feedback 
– Portfolio evaluation  

 

Wiki Pitfalls 
– Creating/editing takes time 
– Vandalism 

 

RSS benefits:  
– Podcasts, blogs and wikis 
– facilitates timely communication 
–  “pre-feed” into courseware  
– subject page update 
 

RSS Pitfalls:  
– Variety of readers complicates the 

learning curve 
 

Delicious & RefWorks benefits:  
– Web accessible 
– Allows “sharing” of resources  
– Increased communication  
– Citing Sources & Avoiding 

Plagiarism 
 

Delicious & RefWorks pitfalls        
– interoperability    
– RefWorks is proprietary 
– Potentially unwieldy 

 

Skype benefits:  
– Low Threshold Application  
– Alternate in/formal channels 
– Voice/conference calls 
– History feature 
– Allows attachments 

 

Skype Pitfalls 
– Unsolicited “callers” 

 

 

Additional Resources:   http://del.icio.us/kgshaughnessy/ALA_ACRL_WSS 
 


